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Chris Carlson/AP 

Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden speaks at a primary election night campaign rally Tuesday in 
Los Angeles with his wife, Jill Biden, left, and his sister Valerie. 


Biden roars back into race 


Former VP scores 9 wins; 
Sanders takes California 

By Steve Peoples and Will Weissert 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A resurgent Joe Biden 
scored victories from Texas to Massachusetts 
on Super Tuesday, revitalizing a presidential 
bid that was teetering on the edge of disaster 
just days earlier. But his rival Bernie Sanders 
seized the biggest prize with a win in California 
that ensured he — and his embrace of demo¬ 
cratic socialism — would drive the Democrats’ 
nomination fight for the foreseeable future. 

Following Biden’s Super Tuesday bounce, 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., arrives 
at an election night rally in Essex 
Junction, VL, on Tuesday. 


former New York City Mayor Mike Bloomberg 
announced he was dropping out of the race. 
Bloomberg poured more than $500 million of 
his personal fortune into his campaign that cen¬ 
tered on racking up wins in Tuesday’s contests. 
The massive investment netted him a single win 
in American Samoa. Bloomberg announced he 
was endorsing Biden. 

Suddenly, the Democratic Party’s presiden¬ 
tial field, which featured more than a half- 
dozen candidates a week ago, transformed into 
a two-man contest. 

Biden and Sanders, lifelong politicians with 
starkly different visions for America’s future, 
battled for delegates as 14 states and one U.S. 
territory held high-stakes elections that marked 
the most significant day of voting in the party’s 
2020 presidential nomination fight. 

SEE RACE ON PAGE 10 


US targets 
Taliban in 
first airstrike 
following deal 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
U.S. military launched its first 
airstrike Wednesday against the 
Taliban since signing a peace 
deal with the group Saturday. 

The strike in southern Helmand 
province targeted Taliban fight¬ 
ers who were attacking an Af¬ 
ghan forces checkpoint, said Col. 
Sonny Leggett, a spokesman for 
the U.S. military in Afghanistan. 

The Taliban also staged 43 
attacks on Afghan forces in 
Helmand on Tuesday, Leggett 
said on Twitter, while Afghan offi¬ 
cials reported attacks and deaths 
in other parts of the country. 

Earlier this week, the militant 
group said it would resume at¬ 
tacks against Afghan military 
targets, after the expiration of a 
weeklong partial cease-fire that 
led to the U.S.-Taliban deal. 

“To be clear- we are commit¬ 
ted to peace, however we have the 
responsibility to defend our [Af¬ 
ghan] partners,” Leggett said on 
Twitter. “Afghanistan & US have 
complied w/ our agreements; 
however, Talibs appear intent on 
squandering this opp.” 

The airstrike Wednesday was 
the first U.S. attack on Taliban 
forces in 11 days, Leggett said. 

The peace deal between the 
U.S. and the Taliban calls for per¬ 
manent cease-fire talks with the 
Afghan government, but does not 
explicitly require the Taliban to 
stop fighting the Afghan security 
forces. 

However, U.S. officials have 
said the Taliban agreed to fight 
less during talks leading to the 
deal. 

“Taliban leadership prom¬ 
ised the int’l community they 
would reduce violence and not 
increase attacks,” Leggett said. 
“We call on the Taliban to stop 
needless attacks and uphold their 
commitments.” 

SEE AIRSTRIKE ON PAGE 7 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Flydubai slams Boeing for loss of business 


Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 

— Dubai’s budget carrier flydubai 
said Wednesday that it has suf¬ 
fered considerable losses due to 
the grounding of Boeing’s Max 737 
aircraft around the world as it an¬ 
nounced revenue last year dipped 
to $1.6 billion. 

The airline managed to squeeze 
a profit of nearly $54 million, but 
the company said it was able to do 
so because of lower operating costs 

— a result of a drop in the price of 


jet fuel. 

The state-owned flydubai said 
its growth strategy was severely 
impacted by the grounding of the 
troubled Max, which was involved 
in two crashes that killed 346 
people. The planes were grounded 
around the world, impacting cus¬ 
tomers like flydubai, which has 11 
of the aircraft grounded and more 
than 220 on order. 

Flydubai’s Chief Executive Offi¬ 
cer Ghaith Al-Ghaith said the air¬ 
line had concluded its own interim 
settlement agreement with Boeing 


for certain compensation in lieu 
of the grounding of the jets, but 
said details of the agreement are 
confidential. 

“This agreement has contribut¬ 
ed towards this year’s results, but 
in no way can it compensate for 
the loss of business opportunity or 
market share experienced by the 
airline,” he said in a statement. 

The low-cost carrier has opera¬ 
tions out of both of Dubai’s airports, 
including Dubai International Air¬ 
port, which is ranked the world’s 
busiest for international travel. 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 5).$1.1432 

Dollar buys (March 5).€0.8747 

British pound (March 5).$1.32 

Japanese yen (March 5).105.00 

South Korean won (March 5).1,157.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3766 

British pound.$1.2816 

Canada (Dollar). 1.3373 

China (Yuan).6.9665 

Denmark (Krone). 6.7225 

Egypt (Pound).15.6402 

Euro.$1.1117/0.8995 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 7.7703 

Hungary (Forint). 302.07 

Israel (Shekel). 3.4538 

Japan (Yen). 107.19 

Kuwait (Dinar). 0.3061 

Norway (Krone). 9.2749 

Philippines (Peso).50.60 

Poland (Zloty).3.86 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 3.7527 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3844 

South Korea (Won).1,185.11 


Switzerland (Franc).0.9566 

Thailand (Baht).31.33 

Turkey (New Lira). 6.0951 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 

Prime rate 
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Discount rate. 

Federal funds market rate. 
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3-mo tl b II 

..0.93 

..1.63 
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MILITARY 


Army to fire two 
hypersonic test 
shots this year 



Hannah Hall/U.S. Marine Corps 


U.S. Marines with 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, drink the blood of a king cobra as part of jungle 
survival training during exercise Cobra Gold 2020 at Ban Chan Khrem, Thailand. 

PETA urges Marine Corps to 
end ‘crude killing of animals’ 


By Joseph Ditzler 

Stars and Stripes 

Cutting the heads off cobras 
and pouring their blood into the 
mouths of Marines doesn’t sit 
well with at least two constituen¬ 
cies, cobras and the People for the 
Ethical Treatment of Animals. 

PETA wrote the Marine Corps 
commandant, Gen. David Berger, 
on Wednesday objecting to “the 
crude killing of animals during 
the annual Cobra Gold 2020 mili¬ 
tary exercise.” 

The letter from Shalin Gala, 
PETA vice president for interna¬ 
tional laboratory methods, cites 
accounts in the Daily Mail, a Brit¬ 
ish newspaper, that during Cobra 
Gold, “Marines kill chickens with 
their bare hands, skin and eat live 
geckos, consume live scorpions 
and tarantulas and decapitate co¬ 
bras and drink their blood.” 

A Marine spokesman working 
with the exercise did not imme¬ 
diately respond to a request for 
comment Wednesday by Stars 
and Stripes. 

Cobra Gold is an annual, mul¬ 
tinational, military exercise co¬ 


hosted by the U.S. and Thailand 
and staged in Thailand. The 10- 
day exercise concludes Friday. 

This year, the 39th replay of the 
exercise, militaries from 29 na¬ 
tions took part in a range of activ¬ 
ities, from stifling the spread of 
emerging diseases to large-scale 
disaster response. 

But service members posted to 
the Indo-Pacific region may know 
Cobra Gold best from the survival 
training put on by Thai military 
instructors. Those sessions are 
among the most photographed 
events during the exercise. 

Still photos and videos abound 
on the Defense Department’s 
own media information site of 
U.S. service members chowing 
down on jungle flora and fauna on 
Cobra Gold survival training day. 
Drinking cobra blood is a “last 
resort” that provides nutrition to 
help a body stay alive, according 
to a Defense Department news 
release. 

PETA urged the Marines com¬ 
mandant to halt the practice, 
however, and its request is not 
without precedent, according to 


Gala’s letter. 

In 2011, the Marine Corps 
Mountain Warfare Training Cen¬ 
ter in California curtailed its use 
of live animals in survival train¬ 
ing after discussions with PETA, 
the letter states. Prior to that, 
the U.S. Army Dugway Prov¬ 
ing Ground in Utah did the same 
after PETA appealed to then-Sec- 
retary of Defense Les Aspin. 

The U.S. Air Force, however, 
refused a PETA request in 2016 
to refrain from using live rabbits 
in survival training for cadets at 
the Air Force Academy in Colo¬ 
rado, according to a report on 
the We Are The Mighty military 
news blog. 

In his letter, Gala suggested 
that the Marines turn to other 
training options, including inter¬ 
active video games and virtual 
reality that survival experts use 
to train Air Force pilots. 

“There are also vegan options 
too, with the jungle being rich in 
fruit and other lush, edible veg¬ 
etation,” he wrote. 

ditzler.joseph@stripes.com 
Twitter: @JosephDitzler 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Army 
plans to test-fire two land-based 
hypersonic missiles this year as 
it works toward fielding the high¬ 
speed munitions by 2023, the ser¬ 
vice’s top civilian said Tuesday. 

Army Secretary Ryan McCar¬ 
thy told the House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee that funding for 
hypersonics and other long-range 
weapons were the service’s top 
modernization priority for the 
foreseeable future. Building the 
weapons is considered critical to 
deter potential conflict or fight 
a war against near-peer rivals 
such as China and Russia, both 
of which have spent consider¬ 
able amounts of money in similar 
technologies in recent years. 

“Long-range fires including ... 
hypersonic missiles are flying 
further and hitting their targets, 
increasing our reach and lethal¬ 
ity essential in deterrence and in 
the joint fight,” McCarthy said in 
defense of the Army’s $178 billion 
proposed budget for fiscal year 
2021. “We’re very excited and put 
a lot of energy into the long-range 
precision fires portfolio.” 

The Army’s request asks for a 
more than $2 billion boost in its 
research and development cof¬ 
fers for major weapons. 

It is requesting of Congress 
$10.6 billion to fund its modern¬ 
ization priorities, which include 
next-generation artillery, heli¬ 
copters, air and missiles defense 
programs, ground vehicles and 
communications networks. 

It is asking $1.7 billion of that 
money for long-range fires devel¬ 


opment, which includes hyper¬ 
sonic missiles, extended range 
cannon artillery and the Army’s 
precision strike missile program. 

The hypersonics program 
would see $800 million of that 
request. The Army has already 
poured about $1.3 billion into that 
specific weapon, McCarthy said. 

The Army, Air Force and Navy 
are all working on programs for 
hypersonic missiles, which are 
capable of traveling at speeds of 
more than Mach 5 — or about 
3,800 miles per hour — and can 
maneuver while in flight. 

The services have worked to¬ 
gether, at times, to develop parts 
of the program, which Pentagon 
officials hope will be capable of 
being shot from land, ships and 
aircraft. 

In all, the Pentagon’s fiscal year 
2021 budget request included $3.2 
billion for research, development 
and testing related to hypersonic 
weapons. 

Army Gen. James McConville, 
the service’s chief of staff, told 
lawmakers Tuesday that he ex¬ 
pected new announcements on 
the Army’s hypersonic program 
in the coming months. 

The Army intends to build new 
artillery units within its ranks 
to operate hypersonic missile 
launchers. The first battery of 
such soldiers would be fielded in 
fiscal year 2023 if the program 
moves forward as expected, Mc¬ 
Carthy said. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


Congress warns Pentagon that tenant bill of rights is ‘not a suggestion’ 


*We are extremely disappointed to see 
these glaring holes, f 

Sens. Jim Inhofe, R-Okla., and Jack Reed, D-R.l. 

chairman and ranking members of the Senate Armed Services Committee 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

The three additional rights that 
Congress told the Defense De¬ 
partment to provide for military 
housing tenants could be added 
by May 1, a Pentagon official said 
Tuesday. 

The tenant bill of rights, which 
was signed a week ago by Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper, includes 
15 of 18 rights that Congress 
mandated for the roughly 10% 
of service members who live in 
stateside base housing managed 
by private companies. 

The three rights left out — ac¬ 
cess to a home’s maintenance 
history, a process to resolve dis¬ 
putes and the ability to withhold 
rent until disputes are resolved 
— caused concern for some law¬ 


makers Tuesday during a hear¬ 
ing of the House Appropriations 
Committee subpanel on military 
construction, veterans affairs 
and related agencies. 

“This is not a suggestion,” said 
Rep. Matt Cartwright, D-Penn. 
“It’s not optional in the [National 
Defense Authorization Act]. It’s 
mandatory on the Department 
of Defense to start implementing 
these things.” 

After last week’s rollout of 
the bill of rights, which is set to 


take effect May 1, the Pentagon 
received backlash from some 
lawmakers. Sens. Jim Inhofe, R- 
Okla., and Jack Reed, D-R.I., the 
chairman and ranking member of 
the Senate Armed Services Com¬ 
mittee, respectively, expressed 
their concern that the document 
was incomplete. 

“Considering we made our po¬ 
sition clear at the numerous hear¬ 
ings we held last year and in our 
initial version of the defense au¬ 
thorization bill back in May 2019 


— and they were enacted into law 
on an overwhelmingly biparti¬ 
san basis — we are extremely 
disappointed to see these glaring 
holes,” the senators wrote. 

Esper has said the three rights 
were left off because of the way 
they interfere with the contracts 
signed between military depart¬ 
ments and the 14 private compa¬ 
nies which manage base housing. 

Pete Potochney, the acting as¬ 
sistant secretary of defense for 
sustainment, reiterated that point 
in Tuesday’s hearing. 

“We are working with priva¬ 
tized partners for a process that 
will allow them to deliver on the 
commitment that’s in the tenant 
bill of rights,” Potochney told 
Cartwright. “If we were to post 
them right now, we wouldn’t have 
a means to deliver to fulfill that 


promise to our residents.” 

Cartwright responded, “Why 
would the landlords’ opinions, 
desires or wants have anything to 
do with it?” 

The exchange came at the close 
of the nearly three-hour hearing, 
which included testimony from 
two tenants, representatives of 
five private housing companies 
and Elizabeth Field, director of 
defense capabilities and manage¬ 
ment at the Government Account¬ 
ability Office. 

Meanwhile, the Defense De¬ 
partment’s Office of Inspector 
General announced Tuesday 
that it will begin its congressio¬ 
nal mandated evaluation of base 
housing this month. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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National Guard's 
top general backs 
Space Guard idea 





m 


Joe GROMELSKi/Stars and Stripes 

Gen. Joseph Lengyel, the top commander of the National 
Guard, makes his opening statement at a House Appropriations 
subcommittee hearing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. 


By Steve Beynon 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The top 
commander of the National 
Guard said Tuesday that he backs 
the idea of a Space Guard. 

“I believe the space capability 
of the Air National Guard should 
move into the Space Force [at] the 
same time as all the other [space 
capabilities] of the Air Force 
moves over,” Gen. Joseph Lengy- 
el told lawmakers at a House 
hearing on the Guard’s budget. 
“We can’t do that unless there’s 
a component for us to move into. 
For over a year, I’ve been advo¬ 
cating for a Space National Guard 
component.” 

But Lengyel said that a Space 
National Guard is still “under 
discussion.” 

“One of the best things about us 
is what we do so well is mirror the 
culture of our parent services,” 


he said. “There will be a standard 
of being a space warrior in the 
future ... The National Guard has 
been conducting space missions 
since 1995.” 

Throughout the House Ap¬ 
propriations Committee hear¬ 
ing, Lengyel referred to service 
members in the military’s newest 
branch a “space warriors,” as the 
Defense Department continues to 
search for an official term to de¬ 
scribe troops in Space Force. 

Rep. Ken Calvert, R-Calif., the 
ranking member of the House 
committee’s subpanel on defense, 
said that the Defense Department 
is expected to give Congress a 
plan to integrate the National 
Guard and reserves with the 
Space Force within two months. 

The Guard’s space operators 
are now involved in a variety of 
operations, including space intel¬ 
ligence, offensive electronic war¬ 
fare and homeland missions, such 


as missile defense. 

In February, other top Guard 
generals signaled strong support 
for adding a Space Force com¬ 
ponent. For now, there is only 
an Army and Air Force National 
Guard. 

“Personally, I don’t see how 
we have a Space Force without 
a Space Guard,” Air Force Maj. 
Gen. Michael Loh, the adjutant 
general for the Colorado National 
Guard, told reporters last month 
at the Pentagon. 

Air Force Brig. Gen. Torrence 
Saxe, the adjutant general for the 
Alaska National Guard, added: 
“I don’t think they would func¬ 
tion very well if we didn’t have a 
Space National Guard.” 

Guard planners, however, have 
proposed limiting Space National 
Guard operations to nine states 


and territories that already have 
or will soon have space capabili¬ 
ties. They said that attempting to 
have a Space National Guard in 
all 50 states and four territories, 
which all have Army and Air Na¬ 
tional Guards, would be costly for 
taxpayers. 

The National Guard’s space op¬ 
erations force is small but grow¬ 
ing, with some 1,100 Air National 
Guard troops in space operations 
and another 300 or so Army Na¬ 
tional Guard soldiers. It has units 
that conduct space missions in 
Colorado, California, Florida, 
Alaska, New York, Ohio and Ar¬ 
kansas, and is in the process of 
establishing such units in Hawaii 
and Guam. 

beynon.steven@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StevenBeynon 


Fort Hood 
soldier 
shot dead 
at strip club 

By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

AUSTIN, Texas — A soldier 
was shot and killed Sunday at a 
strip club near the Fort Hood, po¬ 
lice said. 

Spc. Shelby Tyler Jones, 20, was 
pronounced dead from a gunshot 
wound at 3:45 a.m. Sunday outside 
of a convenience store on Fort 
Hood Street, where the shooting 
was originally thought to have oc¬ 
curred, a Killeen Police Depart¬ 
ment news release said. 

Police determined that the 
shooting happened about 40 min¬ 
utes earlier at Club Dreams, about 
a half-mile away. Police are treat¬ 
ing Jones’ death as a murder and 
are searching for the shooter. 

Jones is from Jena, La., and he 
entered the Army in May 2017 as 
a cavalry scout, according to a 
news release from Fort Hood. He 
joined Fort Hood’s 3rd Cavalry 
Regiment in August 2018 and de¬ 
ployed to Iraq in support of Oper¬ 
ation Inherent Resolve from May 
2018 through January 2019. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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MILITARY _ 

Nearly all F-35 jet engines ordered last year arrived late 



Alexander Cook/U.S. Air Force 


An F-35A Lightning II soars over Hill Air Force Base, Utah, during a demonstration on 
Jan. 10. 


By Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg 

Nearly all the engines ordered for the 
next-generation F-35 jet were delivered 
late last year, as the Pratt & Whitney unit 
of United Technologies Corp. struggled to 
solve nagging difficulties with parts and 
suppliers, according to the Pentagon. 

About 85% of the engines for the fighter 
were delivered late in 2019, the Defense 
Department’s F-35 program office report¬ 
ed, adding that Pratt & Whitney did man¬ 
age to deliver more engines than required. 
The tardiness figure was in line with data 
from 2018, but up from 48% and 58% in 
2016 and 2017, respectively. 

“In general, the monthly schedule per¬ 
formance continues to be impacted by is¬ 
sues with parts and suppliers, which the 
program office is monitoring closely,” the 
program office said in statement Tuesday. 
Pratt & Whitney “continues to perform 
reviews” within its production chain and 
“has made some progress, but more prog¬ 
ress is needed to meet the monthly sched¬ 
ule,” it added. 

Engine delivery issues are just one prob¬ 
lem that has plagued the jet’s manufactur¬ 
ing ahead of a key decision expected in the 
next year on whether to move ahead into 
full-rate production on the $428 billion 
F-35 program. The fighter has also been 
flagged for breaking down too often, car¬ 
rying a 25mm gun that doesn’t shoot accu¬ 
rately and having shortages of spare parts, 
from tire assemblies to seats. Some of the 
problems have since been fixed. 


Nevertheless, the jet is a key part of a 
broader weapons modernization effort 
meant to bolster not just the U.S. military, 
but also those of key allies from Poland 


to Japan. As the sole provider of F-35 en¬ 
gines, Pratt & Whitney and its subcontrac¬ 
tors are in line to collect as much as $66 
billion of the total jet contract. Congress 


has approved about $27 billion to date for 
F-35 engines. But the eventual decision 
on full-rate production means that Pratt & 
Whitney needs to show it can ramp up pro¬ 
duction effectively. 

Overall, 128 of 150 engines delivered last 
year arrived late, eight arrived on time and 
14 came in ahead of schedule, according to 
the F-35 program office. Of 93 engines in 
the 11th low-rate production contract bloc, 
90 arrived an average of 41 days late. 

In a statement, the company emphasized 
that it “exceeded its annual F-35 engine 
delivery commitment” for 2019. “This 
represents a 60% year-over-year increase 
in deliveries. We remain laser-focused on 
working closely” with the program office 
and “our supply base to achieving on-time 
delivery in 2020.” 

Pratt & Whitney remains under a high- 
level “Corrective Action Request” that the 
Defense Contract Management Agency 
issued in December 2018, citing “poor de¬ 
livery performance.” The agency said that 
it’s evaluating the company’s corrective ac¬ 
tions and may rescind the CAR by month’s 
end. The company has made improvements 
in four areas, including deploying “focus 
teams” to subcontractors for ensuring ad¬ 
equate “critical hardware” and qualifying 
additional suppliers, DCMA said. 

When asked about if the company was 
ready for accelerated full-rate engine pro¬ 
duction, the agency said that “as the P&W 
suppliers demonstrate success in meeting 
their contract delivery rate, the probability 
of P&W meeting their full-rate production 
level increases.” 
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Worth the weight? 

Study finds taller, heavier female soldiers out-perform 
leaner counterparts of the same sex in power tasks 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

Female Army trainees and female sol¬ 
diers who are taller and heavier performed 
tasks such as carrying sandbags better 
than their more compact counterparts of 
the same sex, suggesting that the Army 
should consider amending its physical 
standards for women, a study found. 

Comparing 362 female soldiers and 
trainees, researchers found that those with 
a higher body mass index performed bet¬ 
ter on so-called common soldiering tasks 
that require strength and power, such as 
marching with heavy packs or dragging 
casualties, according to the study pub¬ 
lished in the February issue of Military 
Medicine. 

Body mass index, or BMI, is not a di¬ 
rect measurement of body fatness, but it 
is commonly regarded as a proxy for de¬ 
termining a person’s ratio of body fat. It 
is calculated by dividing weight by height 
squared, using the metric system. 

A BMI of 25 or more is regarded as over¬ 
weight, although caveats apply, particu¬ 
larly with serious athletes who carry more 
muscle weight. 

The Defense Department began allow¬ 
ing women into all combat positions in 
2015, so “understanding the physical ca¬ 
pabilities required for performance of job 


tasks with high physical demands” is need¬ 
ed to “support recruitment and retention of 
all soldiers,” said the study, whose authors 
are affiliated with the U.S. Army Research 
Institute for Environmental Medicine, 
Natick, Mass., and the U.S. Army Public 
Health Center, Aberdeen Proving Ground, 
Md. 

“It is expected that all female trainees, 
like their male counterparts, will learn 
how to successfully perform [common sol¬ 
diering tasks] during initial entry training 
and will be expected to become proficient 
in the performance of these tasks over the 
course of their military careers,” the study 
said. 

The study examined the performance of 
133 female trainees recruited from Ft. Sill, 
Okla., and Ft. Leonard-Wood, Mo., and 229 
active-duty female soldiers from bases in 
Colorado, Georgia and Kansas. 

Participants wore “fighting loads” 
weighing roughly 60-90 pounds while com¬ 
pleting five tasks: sandbag carry, move- 
under-fire, casualty drag, road march and 
casualty evacuation. 

The study found that both trainees and 
soldiers with BMIs near or within the 
overweight range of 25-29 showed better 
performance in tasks requiring greater 
strength and power capabilities. Taller and 
heavier participants also performed such 
tasks more successfully. 



Balinda O’Neal Dresel/U.S. Army National Guard 


A member of the Alaska Army National Guard drags a 170-pound dummy in during a 
competition at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson in 2018. 


In its quest to meet mission require¬ 
ments, the Army has “relied heavily on 
the assessment of cardiovascular fitness 
and muscular endurance as an indicator of 
overall physical fitness and mission readi¬ 
ness,” the study said. “Yet, the most essen¬ 
tial common soldiering tasks have greater 
strength and power demands.” 

The study concludes that the Army 
should consider “adjustments to BMI 
standards and/or waivers” to maximize 
performance by trainees and soldiers of 
power-demanding tasks. 

Such a trade-off between job perfor¬ 
mance and overall health and fitness, how¬ 
ever, may come at some cost, the study 
said. 


“Overweight categorization could nega¬ 
tively impact the career of a tactical pro¬ 
fessional despite being able to perform 
their job as required or even better if the 
job tasks require strength,” the study said. 

A 2017 study looking at U.S. Army sol¬ 
diers of both sexes found that those ex¬ 
ceeding the service’s weight-for-height 
standards for their age and sex took longer 
to complete a 2-mile run. 

It found that female soldiers with higher 
BMI tended to complete an obstacle course 
slightly slower than leaner counterparts. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 


Teachers at US military base schools battle pay policy 



Markeith Horace/U.S. Army 


Administrators, teachers and students observe the national anthem 
in 2018 at E.A. White Elementary School at Fort Benning, Ga. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

Teachers at stateside schools 
for military dependents are fight¬ 
ing a requirement that they work 
an extra 30 minutes most work¬ 
days without pay. 

The Department of Defense 
Education Activity wants the 24 
hours of unpaid work per quarter 
for professional development and 
says the teachers’ union agreed to 
the terms during negotiations for 
a long-delayed labor contract. 

“The union agreed in writing, 
voluntarily, to the language that 
additional time would be without 
additional compensation,” said 
Ron James, chief of DODEA’s 
labor management and employee 
relations department. 

But the union says it understood 
that teachers would only be asked 
to work unpaid occasionally. 

“What they said all throughout 
the contract bargaining was that 
they needed time for teachers 
to meet with administration, to 
do professional development, to 
meet with the general if the gen¬ 
eral came in,” said Jane Loggins, 
the Federal Education Associa¬ 
tion director for the Department 
of Defense Domestic Elementary 
and Secondary Schools. 

“The whole time they were say¬ 
ing they needed flexibility,” Log- 
gins said. “They didn’t ever say 
they wanted to extend every day 
by 30 minutes.” 

The issue is at the heart of a 
bitter contract dispute between 


DODEA and the Federal Educa¬ 
tion Association, Stateside Region, 
which represents about 2,400 em¬ 
ployees at Pentagon schools in 
the U.S., including Puerto Rico 
and Guam. The two sides haven’t 
agreed on a labor deal since the 
last contract expired in 2009. 

DODEA added the work time 
last spring after a board that 
resolves federal labor disputes 
sided with the agency. 

But the union says the unpaid 
hours are illegal because it never 
signed the new contract that con¬ 
tained the clause, an interpre¬ 
tation backed in January by an 
independent arbitrator the union 
hired. 


“The decision ... is a complete 
victory,” the union said in a state¬ 
ment following the nonbinding 
determination, which said that 
DODEA should comply with the 
old labor contract while negotia¬ 
tions continue. It also determined 
that DODEA should give back pay 
to all employees who worked extra 
hours without compensation. 

DODEA has instead appealed 
to the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority. 

“The arbitrator seems to be fo¬ 
cused on his experience from the 
private sector where if a party 
says we don’t have an agreement 
there is no agreement,” James 
said. “It doesn’t quite work that 


way in the federal service.” 

The extra work time allows 
teachers to improve classroom 
instruction by meeting with their 
colleagues, engaging in profes¬ 
sional development and other 
tasks, DODEA spokesman Will 
Griffin said. 

The additional time isn’t per¬ 
manent but the agency has the 
discretion to use it, DODEA of¬ 
ficials said. 

“If we didn’t have the additional 
hours ... it would have to be taken 
from instructional time,” James 
said. “Those are the two choices, 
really.” 

The school system is in the 
third year of assessments to mea¬ 
sure how well students are doing 
with new college and career stan¬ 
dards, among other activities that 
require the additional time, Grif¬ 
fin said. 

Ben Hunter, general counsel 
for the union, said that since the 
time was meant to be used only as 
needed, “requiring all the hours 
be used at all locations, every 
academic quarter” violates the 
spirit of the “now-voided” tempo¬ 
rary agreement, he said. 

Some stateside teachers say the 
time is being wasted on busy work 
that does nothing to enhance in¬ 
struction or the time they spend 
with students. 

At Fort Benning schools in 
Georgia, teachers report to work 
30 minutes early without addi¬ 
tional pay, said Penny Wilson, 
a reading instructional support 


teacher and the president of the 
Benning Education Association. 

They are “immediately di¬ 
rected to mandatory meetings, 
trainings, assigned collaboration 
sessions or assignments of other 
work,” Wilson said, and notes 
documenting what was discussed 
must be submitted. 

The administration directs 
what’s to be done in the sessions 
with little input from educators, 
she said. An administrator once 
shut down a discussion about an 
upcoming field trip, saying they 
couldn’t be discussed during col¬ 
laboration sessions, Wilson said. 

Griffin said the sessions are 
meant to be “centered on student 
achievement” and there may have 
been a more appropriate time to 
discuss the field trip. 

But other educators have said 
the sessions they’ve been in didn’t 
relate to student achievement. 

At a Fort Jackson school in 
South Carolina, teachers were 
made to read the book “The Posi¬ 
tive Dog” and then given chapters 
to perform in front of their col¬ 
leagues and the principal, a union 
spokesman said. 

Griffin said school leaders de¬ 
cided to incorporate two books 
by author Jon Gordon — “The 
Positive Dog” and “The Power 
of Positive Leadership” — into a 
training session to address issues 
raised by staff during school cul¬ 
ture and climate surveys. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Army preps for virus during Defender Europe 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—The 
Army is “war-gaming” emer¬ 
gency plans that would be rolled 
out if the coronavirus afflicts 
troops taking part in Defender 
Europe 20, one of the largest mil¬ 
itary drills since the end of the 
Cold War, a top commander said 
Wednesday. 

With the virus spreading rap¬ 
idly, including in Europe, some 
20,000 U.S.-based troops are 
rotating to the Continent for 
Defender Europe, which runs 
through July. 

“We are working and war¬ 
gaming public health and medi¬ 
cal support plans to identify any 
shortfall we might have, and we 
are addressing those shortfalls 
and requirements with each in¬ 
dividual host nation,” U.S. Army 
Europe deputy commander Maj. 
Gen. Andrew Rohling told report¬ 
ers via phone. 

“Robust medical support” 
has been incorporated into De¬ 
fender to provide care for troops 
as needed, he said. The Army is 
aligning its plans with Defender’s 
host nations to ensure a unified 
response if the virus affects the 
exercise, Rohling said. 

To date, no U.S. soldiers or 
members of the Army communi¬ 
ty in Europe have been affected 
by the virus, and troop and equip¬ 
ment convoys are proceeding as 
planned for Defender Europe, 
Rohling said. 

The U.S. expects to spend about 
$340 million on Defender Europe, 
which is intended to serve as a 
test of military combat readiness 
and measure just how effective 
the Army is at rapidly moving 
troops and equipment across the 
Atlantic. 

The exercise is also intended as 



Domminique Washington/U.S. Army 

Army Lt. Col. William Prince Jr., commander of the 838th 
Transportation Battalion, 598th Transportation Brigade, guides an 
M1A1 Abrams tank off of the ARC Endurance and onto the port of 
Bremerhaven, Germany, on Feb. 20, officially moving the first piece 
of U.S.-shipped equipment that will be used in Defender Europe 20. 


a stress test for increased logis¬ 
tics operations in Europe. 

“We have gotten better, faster 
and more effective,” Rear Adm. 
Peter G. Stamatopoulos, U.S. Eu¬ 
ropean Command’s director of lo¬ 
gistics, said in a recent interview. 

Defender will use several 
methods to move gear to training 
grounds, ranging from barges 
on rivers to rail lines and road 
convoys. 

About 15 of 27 planned air 
missions have been completed 
so far, bringing 3,500 soldiers to 
Europe, Rohling said. Four of 10 
transport vessels have arrived, 
bringing with them 2,700 pieces 
of equipment, and more than 50 
military convoys are underway in 
Germany and Poland, he said. 

U.S. troops are expected to as¬ 
semble at Ramstein Air Base in 
Germany for the exercise, which 


includes “forcible entry” opera¬ 
tions, where paratroopers will 
launch crisis response missions 
into Latvia, Lithuania and the 
Republic of Georgia. 

Restrictions on entry into Geor¬ 
gia from Italy — which has the 
highest number of deaths from 
the virus outside of China — do 
not affect Defender-connected 
activities in the country, Rohling 
said. Seventy-nine people have 
died of the coronavirus in Italy, 
the country’s civil protection 
agency said Tuesday, according 
to Italian media reports. 

While equipment and person¬ 
nel began arriving in Europe in 
February for Defender, the exer¬ 
cise’s main action will occur from 
April to June, before the exercise 
ends in July. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 



Elizabeth Clark/U.S. Army 


U.S. soldiers with the 1st Cavalry Division Sustainment Brigade 
conduct inventory on trucks at an Army prepositioned stock draw 
last week at Zutendaal, Belgium, for Defender Europe 20. 
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Airstrike: Taliban peace 
deal facing more skepticism 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“As we have demonstrated, we 
will defend our partners when re¬ 
quired,” Leggett said. 

The attack on the Afghan out¬ 
post came after President Donald 
Trump told reporters Tuesday 
that he spoke with one of the Tal¬ 
iban’s leaders by phone. 

“We had a good long conver¬ 
sation today and ... they want to 
cease the violence,” Trump said. 

Meanwhile, about 20 Afghan 
security personnel were killed in 
northern Kunduz province dur¬ 
ing overnight attacks, provincial 
council member Aminullah Ai- 
deen said in a phone interview. 

“I do not think any peace effort 
will have positive results if the sit¬ 
uation is like this,” Aideen said. 

Under the peace deal, all in¬ 
ternational forces would leave 
Afghanistan within 14 months if 
the Taliban stop fighting the U.S. 
and its partners, prevent terror¬ 
ists from operating in the country 


and initiate peace talks with the 
Kabul government. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
told reporters Monday that he’d 
already approved the initial with¬ 
drawal of about 3,000 U.S. troops. 
The U.S. military in Afghanistan 
would not say Wednesday wheth¬ 
er the drawdown had begun. 

On the eve of the deal’s signing, 
22 House Republicans led by Rep. 
Liz Cheney, of Wyoming, the No. 
3 GOP leader in the House, issued 
a letter questioning whether the 
agreement was rigorous enough 
to justify a troop withdrawal. 

On Tuesday, Cheney told a 
House Armed Services Commit¬ 
tee hearing that no mechanism 
seemed to exist to verify the Tal¬ 
iban’s commitments. 

“I’ve read the documents and 
my concerns remain,” Cheney 
said. 


Zubair Babakarkhail contributed to this 
report. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 
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VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Military resumes 
sending soldiers, 
families to Daegu 



Matthew KEELER/Stars and Stripes 

Soldiers prepare to depart Camp Humphreys, South Korea, for U.S. Army Garrison Daegu, on Tuesday. The 
military has resumed sending soldiers and families to bases in the coronavirus-hit area of South Korea. 

* They’re going to a military installation 
that is pretty well — as well as it can be 
— protected from what’s going on outside 
in the city of Daegu, f 

Maj. Gen. Patrick Donahoe 

Eighth Army deputy commander for operations 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP HUMPHREYS, South 
Korea — The U.S. military re¬ 
sumed sending newly arrived sol¬ 
diers and family members to the 
coronavirus-hit city of Daegu this 
week despite a State Department 
warning against travel to the area 
as the number of infections in 
South Korea surpassed 5,300. 

The soldiers and dependents 
were being bused between bases 
that are under tight restric¬ 
tions and health checks to guard 
against the fast-spreading virus 
outside, officials said. 

“I would agree wholeheartedly 
with the administration’s decision 
against traveling to Daegu,” Maj. 
Gen. Patrick Donahoe, the Eighth 
Army’s deputy commander for 
operations, told Stars and Stripes 
in an exclusive interview. 

“But these soldiers, they’re 
not going to the city of Daegu. 
They’re going to Camp Carroll; 
they’re going to Camp Henry; 
they’re going to Camp George; 
they’re going to Camp Walker,” he 
said, ticking off the names of U.S. 
installations in the southeastern 
region. 

“They’re going to a military in¬ 
stallation that is pretty well — as 
well as it can be — protected from 
what’s going on outside in the city 
of Daegu,” he added. 

The decision, which Donahoe 
said was “not made lightly,” came 
as the U.S. military struggles to 
balance the need to protect its 
forces from the deadly virus while 
maintaining readiness against 
the growing nuclear threat from 


North Korea. 

The North conducted a short- 
range missile test that was over¬ 
seen by leader Kim Jong Un on 
Monday, days after the United 
States and South Korea post¬ 
poned a planned computer-simu¬ 
lated drill because of coronavirus 
fears. 

“We believe these soldiers are 
mission essential,” Donahoe said. 
“It’s all about maintaining combat 
readiness. I mean we need people 
that are skilled and trained to do 
these jobs ... and so we’ve got to 
maintain the strength of those 
units.” 

Only troops and dependents 
who can be housed on the Army 
installations will be sent, he said. 

“We’re still moving forward 
with an abundance of caution,” he 
said. “We have got to be focused 
on preserving our readiness 
through protecting our force from 
this virus.” 

About two dozen soldiers board¬ 
ed buses at Camp Humphreys on 
Tuesday for the more than three- 
hour journey to Daegu, a south¬ 
eastern city of 2.5 million people. 
Two soldiers traveling with their 
families left Wednesday. 

They all had been held on Camp 
Humphreys for more than a week 
after Daegu emerged as the epi¬ 
center of the outbreak in South 
Korea that began in mid-Febru¬ 
ary when a 61-year-old woman 
tested positive and proved to be a 
carrier. 

“I’m excited to leave today,” 
said Pvt. Keith Mills, 28, of Shef¬ 
field Lake, Ohio, a military police 
officer headed to Camp Walker, 
his first duty station. “I’m ready 


to start my job. I’ve been waiting 
for this for almost a year.” 

“I’m a little nervous, but as long 
as you’re healthy and you have 
good hygiene you should be safe,” 
he said. 

Most of the COVID-19 cases 
in South Korea, which has the 
largest number outside of China 
where the virus first appeared, 
have been in Daegu and sur¬ 
rounding areas in large part due 
to a religious sect that has a now- 
closed church about a mile from 
one of Camp Walker’s gates. 

The Korea Centers of Disease 
Control and Prevention said 75% 
of the 5,328 cases reported as of 
Wednesday were in Daegu, while 
32 people have died of the pneu¬ 


monia-like illness — most elderly 
or with other illnesses that made 
them vulnerable. 

One American service member 
and his wife, who were stationed 
at Camp Carroll in a nearby city, 
tested positive last week. How¬ 
ever, Donahoe said they were 
believed to have been exposed at 
their off-post apartment build¬ 
ing by a member of the affected 
church who lived there. 

U.S. Forces Korea, which com¬ 
mands some 28,500 service mem¬ 
bers on the divided peninsula 
has gone on high alert, restrict¬ 
ing access to bases and banning 
troops from nonessential travel 
or social activities in the outside 
communities. 


Service members wearing face 
masks and gloves ask visitors 
about potential exposure to the 
virus and take their temperatures 
before checking IDs at the base 
gates. Any suspicious cases are 
sent for secondary screening by 
medical professionals. 

Army Garrison Daegu, which 
has a population of about 9,000, 
was the first to start the screening 
measures on its installations. 

Sgt. 1st Class Jeffery DeLay, 
his wife and their daughters were 
eager to get to their new apartment 
at Camp Walker after spending 
the past three weeks in a cramped 
room at the Humphreys lodge. 

Elsa DeLay said they had no 
plans to return home despite the 
rapidly rising numbers. 

“I feel very protected by the in¬ 
stallation,” she said. “I think that 
whole week of just watching it de¬ 
velop really helped ... it’s spread¬ 
ing outside, not inside, and so we 
feel a little bit safer.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Yoo Kyong 
Chang contributed to this report. 
gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Japan, US officials take more precautions to lessen virus spread 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— As the number of coronavirus patients 
continues to climb in Japan, both U.S. and 
Japanese officials are developing further 
precautions to minimize its spread across 
the country. 

As of Monday, there were 254 confirmed 
cases and six deaths reported in Japan, 
making it the country with the fifth-high- 
est number of COVID-19 patients behind 
China, South Korea, Italy and Iran, accord¬ 
ing to the World Health Organization. 

As of Tuesday, only one person affiliated 
with USFJ, who had been quarantined on 
the Diamond Princess cruise ship in Yoko¬ 
hama Bay, has tested positive for COVID- 
19. That person has since recovered, White 
told Stars and Stripes. 

In total, USFJ consists of about 54,000 
military personnel, 42,000 dependents, 
8,000 Defense Department civilian em¬ 
ployees and 25,000 Japanese workers, ac¬ 
cording to its website. 

About 18 countries have restricted trav¬ 
elers from Japan, including Mongolia, Is¬ 


rael, Iraq, Kuwait, the Marshall Islands, 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia, according to 
the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ 
website. Others, including Vietnam and 
Taiwan, have added conditions, such as 
quarantines before travelers from Japan 
may cross their borders. 

The U.S. State Department and Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
have kept Japan at travel advisory Level 
2 — “practice enhanced precautions” 
— since Feb. 22. While travel to Japan is 
not restricted, at-risk populations such as 
older adults and the chronically ill “should 
consider postponing nonessential travel,” 
according to the CDC. 

United Airlines on Saturday announced 
it would suspend some service to Tokyo 
and Osaka through April 30 because of 
coronavirus concerns. However, officials 
from U.S. Forces Japan in a virtual town- 
hall broadcast Wednesday on Facebook 
said the outbreak would not impact regular 
permanent change of station moves. 

USFJ on Feb. 26 elevated its health pro¬ 
tection condition to Bravo, which encour¬ 
ages “strict hygiene” and canceling large 
gatherings such as meetings, formations 


and training sessions. The definition of 
“large” varies from command to com¬ 
mand, USFJ spokeswoman Mqj. Genieve 
White told Stars and Stripes last week. 

The 18th Wing at Kadena Air Base, 
Okinawa, announced Wednesday it had 
canceled this year’s AmericaFest, an open- 
base event slated for April 25 that attracts 
more than 50,000 people. 

Department of Defense personnel are 
restricted from traveling to South Korea, 
China and Mongolia to prevent contract¬ 
ing COVID-19, according to a Naval Forces 
Japan factsheet. 

As coronavirus continues to spread, U.S. 
military leaders are watching its progres¬ 
sion “very closely and certainly with an 
eye toward preparing for the worst” and 
are developing processes to reduce the 
risk of exposure on installations, Yokota 
Air Base public health emergency officer 
Maj. Andrew Fisher said during the USFJ 
townhall. 

Efforts to reduce that risk differ from in¬ 
stallation to installation and each has plans 
should base residents, personnel or depen¬ 
dents suspect they have COVID-19. 

For example, home quarantine is allowed 


at Yokosuka Naval Base, base spokesman 
Randall Baucom told Stars and Stripes on 
Tuesday. At Camp Zama, a local fire de¬ 
partment will bring patients for testing to 
an off-base hospital, where they will stay 
until they receive their results or they are 
cleared by a doctor, according to a slide 
presented at Zama’s townhall Feb. 26. 

Installations in Japan will notify the pub¬ 
lic if someone on base tests positive for the 
virus, Fisher said. 

Though the public’s anxiety has surfaced 
in the form of sold-out supplies of hand-san¬ 
itizer and doomsday-type questions posed 
at townhalls, USFJ officials on Tuesday en¬ 
couraged the community not to panic. 

For the “large majority of people, 
[COVID-19] is a mild illness” and “most 
people recover without any problems, Fish¬ 
er said at the virtual townhall. 

He added that the 1-2% mortality rate is 
“likely an overestimate because there are 
a lot of cases that will be very mild that we 
just won’t catch.” 

“[Some COVID-19 patients] will assume 
they have the common cold,” Fisher said. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 













Thursday, March 5,2020 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 9 


VIRUS OUTBREAK 


Anti-virus criteria take drastic turns in Saudi, Iran 


Banning Muslim pilgrimage, canceling Friday 
prayers among measures taken to control outbreak 


By Matt Sedensky 
and Lori Hinnant 

Associated. Press 

BANGKOK — Saudi Arabia 
banned citizens from performing 
the Muslim pilgrimage in Mecca, 
Italy weighed closing schools na¬ 
tionwide and Iran canceled Fri¬ 
day prayers for a second week 
as nations scrambled Wednes¬ 
day to control the coronavirus 
outbreak. 

From religion to sports, coun¬ 
tries were taking drastic and 
increasingly visible measures 
to curb the new coronavirus 
that first emerged in China and 
was spreading quickly through 
Europe, the Mideast and the 
Americas. 

In the United States, frustra¬ 
tion mounted over U.S. officials’ 
delays and missteps in testing 
people for the virus. 

Deaths spiked in Iran and Italy, 
which along with South Korea 
account for 80% of the new virus 
cases outside China, according to 
the World Health Organization. In 
all, more than 94,000 people have 
contracted the virus worldwide, 
with more than 3,200 deaths. 

“People are afraid and uncer¬ 
tain. Fear is a natural human re¬ 
sponse to any threat,” said WHO’s 
leader, Tedros Adhanom Ghe- 
breyesus. “But as we get more 
data, we are understanding this 
virus and the disease it causes 
more and more.” 

WHO said about 3.4% of people 
infected with the COVID-19 virus 
globally have died, making it 
more fatal than the common flu. 
The figure was a bit of a surprise, 
since a study last week in the New 
England Journal of Medicine as¬ 
sessing data from more than 30 
Chinese provinces estimated the 
death rate was 1.4%. 

Death rates in outbreaks are 
likely to skew higher early on as 
health officials focus on finding 
severe and fatal cases, missing 
most milder cases. WHO says 
the majority of people with the 
new coronavirus experience only 
mild symptoms, but the risks rise 


with the age of the patient and for 
those with any underlying health 
conditions. 

Iran reported 92 deaths among 
its 2,922 confirmed cases, the 
most of any country outside of 
China. Among the ill are mem¬ 
bers of the government, and the 
country cancelled Friday prayers 
for the second week in a row. 

In Israel, religious practice 
also faced new disruption: The 
country’s chief rabbi urged ob¬ 
servant Jews to refrain from 
kissing mezuzot, small items en¬ 
casing a prayer scroll posted by 
Jews on doorposts. Observant 
Jews typically touch the item and 
then kiss their hands when walk¬ 
ing through a doorway. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu also urged people to adopt 
the Indian greeting of “namaste,” 
with hands together, rather than a 
handshake. 

The U.N. health chief has 
warned sharply against hoard¬ 
ing medical supplies, saying they 
are needed to protect health care 
workers on the front line. Accord¬ 
ingly, the Czech Republic, Russia 
and Germany announced bans 
on exporting protective gear like 
masks. That followed a similar 
move by France, where major 
hospitals have seen their masks 
stolen by the boxful. 

Italy’s outbreak has been con¬ 
centrated in the northern region 
of Lombardy, but fears over how 
the virus is spreading inside. 

In the U.S., more than 120 cases 
have been reported. Nine peo¬ 
ple have died, all in and around 
Seattle. 

On Capitol Hill, negotiators 
have reached agreement on an 
$8.3 billion measure to battle the 
outbreak. The House were to vote 
on the deal later Wednesday and 
Senate leaders are pressing for a 
vote in that chamber by the end 
of the week. In addition, the U.S. 
Army announced all recruits 
entering basic training will be 
screened for coronavirus. 

Starting Tuesday, new Army 
recruits were to be questioned on 
whether they have visited an area 
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Amr Nabil/AP 

Workers clean the Grand Mosque, during the minor pilgrimage, known as Umrah, in the Muslim holy city 
of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, on Monday. At Islam’s holiest site in Mecca, restrictions put in place by Saudi 
Arabia to halt the spread of the new coronavirus saw far smaller crowds than usual Monday. 


where there are documented 
coronavirus cases or come into 
contact with someone who has 
been diagnosed with the illness, 
said Leslie Ann Sully, a spokes¬ 
woman for Fort Jackson, S.C. 

It was unclear Tuesday wheth¬ 
er other military branches will do 
the same. 

India, meantime, tightened the 
export of 26 key drug ingredients 
used in pharmaceutical manu¬ 
facturing, a potentially disruptive 
move taken as its caseload rose to 
28 on Wednesday. 

China reported 119 new cases 
Wednesday, all but five in the 
outbreak’s epicenter of Wuhan. 
In a sign of the shifting threat, 
Beijing’s health commissioner 
said two new cases in the Chinese 
capital were apparently infected 
abroad, in Iran and Italy. 

The outbreak was blamed for 
market instability around the 
globe. Businesses of all types 
were experiencing economic 
woes as travel and tourism plum¬ 
meted and worried consumers 


changed their habits. 

Saudi Arabia imposed the ban 
on residents making the Mecca 
pilgrimage a week after it closed 
the holiest sites in Islam to foreign¬ 
ers because of the coronavirus. 

Japan’s prime minister, who 
ordered schools closed nation¬ 
wide last week, was pressing for 
legal backing to declare a state of 
emergency if needed. 

In France, the Louvre opened 
Wednesday after days of meet¬ 
ings to reassure workers worried 
about catching the virus from 
the museum’s thousands of daily 
visitors. 

In the U.K., the number of virus 
cases jumped to 85 but Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s govern¬ 
ment has warned that is expected 
to rise dramatically. 

It unveiled a detailed, worst- 
case plan to fight the virus, but 
was at a loss for words Wednes¬ 
day when asked about measures 
to protect lawmakers and staff in 
London’s crowded Parliament. 
Lawmakers in Britain skew 


older. 

The government will “say a 
little bit more in the next couple 
of days about what we’re going to 
do to delay the advance of corona¬ 
virus in Parliament and at other 
large gatherings," Johnson said. 

Stars and Stripes reporter Steve 
Beynon contributed to this report. 
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Military families facing 1 school closures, quarantines 


By Nancy Montgomery 

Stars and Stripes 

VICENZA, Italy — Military families here 
were facing a third week of school, day care 
and other closures at the same time they were 
told to expect two-weeks’ quarantine if they 
travelled to the U.S. 

An unspecified number of troops, including 
those who have changed duty stations or were 
sent to the U.S. on temporary assignments, 
have already reported being quarantined, 
garrison officials said in a Facebook post. 

“We are working with U.S. European Com¬ 
mand and U.S. Army Europe to get more clear 
guidance on travel restrictions specific to our 
families who live in Veneto,” they said. 

Last week, 60 soldiers with the 173rd Air¬ 
borne Brigade who traveled to Israel were sent 


back to Italy, after an exercise was canceled 
because of the coronavirus entry restrictions. 
Israel is one of several countries with restric¬ 
tions on travelers from Italy, which has the 
second highest death toll from the virus after 
China. 

“Anyone traveling beyond Italy should 
anticipate screening delays, cancellation 
of flights, and potential quarantine at their 
destination,” the garrison said on Facebook. 
“Travel to the Lombardy region is unauthor¬ 
ized. Leisure travel is discouraged.” 

Also Wednesday, Italy ordered schools to 
close nationwide through March 15 in a bid 
to contain the coronavirus, The Associated 
Press reported. Education Minister Lucia 
Azzolina announced the school suspensions, 
which start Thursday, saying she hoped 
schools would be able to continue with lessons 


via distance learning. 

The U.S. schools at Camp Darby, Naples 
and Sigonella will be closed. 

“We follow the lead of the host nation,” said 
Jim Brooks, a garrison spokesman. 

Garrison officials shuttered base schools 
and set up online classes for pupils after three 
northern regions with large numbers of con¬ 
firmed cases — Lombardy, Emilia-Romagna 
and Veneto, where U.S. Army Garrison Italy 
is located — closed education facilities nearly 
two weeks ago. 

Civil protection officials said Wednesday 
3,089 people have tested positive in Italy and 
107 of them had died — the largest number of 
deaths outside of China. 

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 
Twitter: @montgomerynance 


MILITARY FLIGHTS 

For all Military active, Reservist, 
Veterans and their family members: 

Detroit from € 797 

New York from € 696 

Tampa from €816 

Washington from € 836 

Other special prices possible 
from all other airports. 

Hotline: +49 (0) 621-72920 
internet@abctravel.de 
www.abctravel.de 


Flights from Jul. 24,20 to Aug. 5,20. RTto all 
german airport. Prices starting from, including 
all taxes, based on availability. Get Military 
discount fares all year! ABC Travel Service e.K., 
Gorxheimerstr. 9.68309 Mannheim 
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Race: Now trailing, new Sanders ad features old praise from Obama 



Matt Rourke/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders, l-Vt., greets 
supporters during a primary night election rally in Essex Junction, 
Vt., on Tuesday. He no longer leads the field in the delegate count. 


Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden, 
at left, talks with supporters during a primary election night rally 
Tuesday in Los Angeles. He lost California, but won the night. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

It could take weeks — or 
months — for the party to pick 
one of them to take on President 
Donald Trump in the November 
general election. But the new 
contours of the fight between 
Biden and Sanders crystallized 
as the former vice president and 
the three-term Vermont senator 
spoke to each other from duel¬ 
ing victory speeches delivered 
from opposite ends of the country 
Tuesday night. 

“People are talking about a 
revolution. We started a move¬ 
ment," Biden said in Los Angeles, 
knocking one of Sanders’ signa¬ 
ture lines. 

Without citing his surging rival 
by name, Sanders swiped at Biden 
from Burlington, Vt. 

“You cannot beat Trump with 
the same-old, same-old kind of 
politics,” Sanders declared, tick¬ 
ing down a list of past policy 
differences with Biden on So¬ 
cial Security, trade and military 
force. “This will become a con¬ 
trast in ideas.” 

The Sanders campaign an¬ 
nounced Wednesday it would 
begin airing three new campaign 
ads in Arizona, Florida, Idaho, 
Illinois, Michigan, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Ohio and Washington, 
states that hold primaries March 
10 and March 17. 

One of the new ads features 
archived footage of former Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama praising 
Sanders. It’s a not-so-subtle at¬ 
tempt by the Vermont senator to 
undercut Biden’s frequently spot¬ 
lighting his closeness to Obama. 

Trump took to Twitter on 
Wednesday to call Biden’s strong 
Super Tuesday showing “a per¬ 
fect storm” and amplify his 
long-running argument that the 
Democratic Party would move 
to stop Sanders from winning the 
nomination. 

“The Democrat establishment 
came together and crushed Ber¬ 
nie Sanders, AGAIN!” Trump 
tweeted. 

Biden’s victories were powered 
by Democratic voters who broke 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The future 
of Sen. Elizabeth Warren’s presi¬ 
dential campaign was in serious 
doubt after she finished a sur¬ 
prisingly weak third in Tuesday’s 
Democratic primary in her home 
state of Massachusetts. 

The disappointing result in the 
state she represents and a decid¬ 
edly underwhelming showing 
in other Super Tuesday contests 

— she had built an impressive 
campaign infrastructure stretch¬ 
ing across much of the country 

— marked a striking collapse for 
the onetime favorite of progres¬ 
sives who was known for having a 
plan for nearly everything. 

On top of mediocre showings in 
the first four contests — she never 
finished higher than third place 

— Warren trailed significantly 
in the delegate count. Tuesday’s 
results could speed her exit from 


his way just days before cast¬ 
ing their ballots — a wave of late 
momentum that scrambled the 
race in a matter of hours. In some 
states, the late-deciders made up 
roughly half of all voters, accord¬ 
ing to AP VoteCast, surveys of 
voters in several state primaries. 
He drew support from a broad co¬ 
alition of moderates and conser¬ 
vatives, African Americans and 
voters older than 45. 

Sanders’ success proved he 
could deliver in perhaps the great¬ 
est test of his decadeslong politi¬ 
cal career. His success was built 
on a base of energized liberals, 
young people and Latinos. But he 
was unable to sufficiently widen 
his appeal to older voters and col¬ 
lege graduates who make up a siz¬ 
able share of Democratic voters, 
according to AP VoteCast. 

New York billionaire Mike 
Bloomberg and Massachusetts 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren, the other 
two high-profile candidates in 
the Democratic field on Super 
Tuesday, did not do well. War¬ 
ren finished in an embarrassing 
third place in her home state, and 
Bloomberg dropped out of the 
race Wednesday after spending 
more than a half-billion dollars to 
score one victory — in American 
Samoa. 


the race. Warren finished behind 
former Vice President Joe Biden, 
who won the Massachusetts pri¬ 
mary, and fellow progressive 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
who attracted 10,000-plus people 
to a rally last weekend on Bos¬ 
ton Common — mere miles from 
Warren’s home. 

Warren appeared setonremain- 
ing in the race, at least for now. 
Speaking to supporters in Detroit 
ahead of next week’s Michigan 
primary, she introduced herself 
as “the woman who’s going to 
beat Donald Trump." The senator 
encouraged supporters to tune 
out the results and vote for the 
person they believed would be 
the best president, saying: “Pre¬ 
diction has been a terrible busi¬ 
ness and the pundits have gotten 
it wrong over and over.” 

“You don’t get what you don’t 
fight for. I am in this fight,” she 
added. 


On Twitter, Trump called War¬ 
ren “selfish” for staying in the 
race because it “hurts Bernie 
badly.” 

The balance of Super Tuesday’s 
battlefield — with Biden winning 
at least eight states and Sanders 
four — raised questions about 
whether the Democratic primary 
contest would stretch all the way 
to the July convention or be de¬ 
cided much sooner. 

Biden’s strong finish punctu¬ 
ated a dramatic turnaround in 
the span of just three days when 
he leveraged a blowout victory in 
South Carolina to score sweeping 
victories on Tuesday that tran¬ 
scended geography, class and 
race. And lest there be any doubt, 
he cemented his status as the 
standard-bearer for the Demo¬ 
crats’ establishment wing. 

The former vice president 
showed strength in the Northeast 
with a victory in Massachusetts. 
He won delegate-rich Texas in 
the Southwest, Minnesota in the 
upper Midwest and finished on 
top across the South in Virginia, 
Alabama, North Carolina, Ten¬ 
nessee and Arkansas — in addi¬ 
tion to Oklahoma. 

Sanders opened the night as 
the undisputed Democratic front¬ 
runner and was in a position to 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Democratic presidential 
candidate Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, D-Mass., leaves the 
stage during a primary election 
night rally, on Tuesday in Detroit. 


claim an insurmountable del¬ 
egate lead. And while he scored 
the night’s biggest delegate-prize 
in California, he scored just three 
other decisive victories, winning 
his home state of Vermont, along 
with Utah and Colorado. 

Biden racked up his victories 
despite being dramatically out- 
spent and out-staffed. Moderate 
rival Bloomberg, for example, 
poured more than $12 million 
into television advertising in Vir¬ 
ginia, while Biden spent less than 
$ 200 , 000 . 

The Democratic race has shift¬ 
ed dramatically as Biden capital¬ 
ized on his commanding South 
Carolina victory to persuade anx¬ 
ious establishment allies to rally 
behind his campaign. Former 
rivals Amy Klobuchar and Pete 
Buttigieg abruptly ended their 
campaigns in the days leading up 
to Super Tuesday and endorsed 
Biden. Bloomberg endored Biden 
on Wednesday. 

In Biden and Sanders, Demo¬ 
crats have a stark choice in what 
kind of candidate they want to 
run against Trump. 

Sanders is a 78-year-old demo¬ 
cratic socialist who relies on an 
energized coalition of his party’s 
far-left flank that embraces his 
longtime fight to transform the 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Billionaire 
Mike Bloomberg ended his bid 
for the Democratic presidential 
nomination on Wednesday and 
endorsed former Vice President 
Joe Biden. 

It was a stunning collapse for 
the former New York City mayor, 
who had his 2020 hopes on the 
Super Tuesday states and pumped 
more than $500 million of his own 
fortune into the campaign. 

Bloomberg announced his de¬ 
parture from the race after a 
disappointing finish on Super 
Tuesday in the slate of states that 
account for almost one-third of 
the total delegates available in 
the Democratic nominating con¬ 
test. He won only the territory 
of American Samoa and picked 


nation’s political and economic 
systems. Biden is a 77-year-old 
lifelong leader of his party’s 
Washington establishment who 
emphasizes a more pragmatic ap¬ 
proach to core policy issues like 
health care and climate change. 

Across the Super Tuesday 
states, there were early questions 
about Sanders’ claims that he 
is growing his support from his 
failed 2016 presidential bid. 

Biden bested him in Okla¬ 
homa, though Sanders won the 
state against Hillary Clinton four 
years ago. In Virginia, where 
Democratic turnout this year sur¬ 
passed 2016’s numbers by more 
than 500,000 votes, Sanders’ vote 
share dropped significantly. And 
in Tennessee, Democratic turn¬ 
out was up more than 30% from 
2016, but Sanders’ raw vote total 
was only a few hundred votes 
greater than four years ago. 

With votes still being counted 
across the country, The Associ¬ 
ated Press has allocated 453 dele¬ 
gates to Biden, 382 to Sanders, 50 
to Warren, 44 to Bloomberg and 
one for Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gab¬ 
bard. The ultimate nominee must 
claim 1,991 delegates, which is 
a majority of the 3,979 pledged 
delegates available this primary 
season. 


up several dozen delegates else¬ 
where. Biden, meanwhile, won 
big in Southern states where 
Bloomberg had poured tens of 
millions of dollars and even cau¬ 
tiously hoped for a victory. 

“Three months ago, I entered 
the race for President to defeat 
Donald Trump," Bloomberg said 
in a statement. “Today, I am leav¬ 
ing the race for the same reason: 
to defeat Donald Trump — be¬ 
cause it is clear to me that stay¬ 
ing in would make achieving that 
goal more difficult.” 

Two of Bloomberg’s former 
Democratic rivals, Amy Klobu¬ 
char and Pete Buttigieg, dropped 
out of the race and endorsed Biden 
as the moderate alternative to 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders just 
the day before Super Tuesday. 


Warren’s future uncertain 


Bloomberg drops out 
and endorses Biden 
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Tom Sherlin, The (Maryville, Tenn.) Daily Times/AP 


Artists workshop 


Ayden Haley and October Montenieri paint during a prekindergarten class Monday at Alcoa Elementary School in Alcoa, Tenn. 

THE CENSUS 


gm m m The approximate number of birds found dead in the southeast 
T [ Missouri town of Sikeston. Strong winds from a thunderstorm are 
I |1 being blamed for the deaths. KFVS-TV reported that Scott County 
® “ Conservation Agent Andrew Mothershead and a conservation de¬ 
partment biologist were called after a large number of dead birds 
were seen near the power plant. Mothershead said that they found carcasses of 
red-winged blackbirds, brown-headed cowbirds, grackles and European starlings 
in fields. They also found several other birds showing signs of injury. 


Woman accused of 
stealing from ill brother 

||J| Ji WORCESTER 
l*IA% — A Massachusetts 
woman was accused of break¬ 
ing into her ill brother’s safe that 
contained up to $100,000 the day 
before he died. 

Joseph R.J. Riggieri Jr. gave 
his sister Dolores Riggieri, 70, 
a key to his home in May so she 
could watch his dog while he was 
hospitalized, according to a po¬ 
lice report. Worcester police said 
an investigation showed Dolores 
Riggieri paid $250 for the safe to 
be professionally drilled on June 
17, the day before her brother 
died. 

Another sibling told police Jo¬ 
seph R.J. Riggieri Jr. had told 
him he had about $100,000 and 
a firearm in the safe and that he 
wanted the money divided equal¬ 
ly among his siblings. Officer Mi¬ 
chael Tarckini Jr. said the money 
and firearm have not been found. 

Report: Zookeeper 
loses finger to hyena 

Kl M ALB UQUERQUE 
Iri IVI — An internal inves¬ 
tigation determined a hyena bit 
off the finger of an Albuquerque 
zookeeper after the worker vio¬ 
lated zoo protocol. 

Surveillance video obtained 
by Albuquerque television sta¬ 
tion KOB-TV shows the worker 
entering the hyena enclosure and 
poking her fingers through the 
chain link fence. It shows one of 
the animals biting down on the 
zookeeper’s hand and refusing to 
let go. 

Security records state the zoo¬ 
keeper’s middle finger was eaten. 

Officials said there’s no threat 
to other staffers or the public. 

Eatery sued over hair 
caught in machine 

fV r% PORTLAND — A 
\J I % woman is suing a fam¬ 
ily entertainment center saying 
her hair got caught in a machine 
at the Southeast Portland center 
for 20 minutes. 

Ashreana Scott is suing CEC 
Entertainment, also known as 
Chuck E. Cheese family fun cen¬ 
ter, for $1,000, alleging that the 
business was negligent, The Or- 
egonian/OregonLive reported. 

In addition to the money, Scott 
has asked for a jury trial, and that 
Chuck E. Cheese put an adequate 
warning sign next to the machine. 

According to the lawsuit, Scott 
was at the center when her hair 
got caught in a machine where 
players feed paper tickets which 
can be redeemed for prizes. The 
lawsuit said she was stuck for 20 
minutes until an employee freed 
her. 

Neighborhood Spider-Man 
exposes himself 

\tj\ MANASSAS — Police 
VM in northern Virginia 
said a man dressed as Spider- 
Man exposed himself to a woman 
at a traffic light. 

Prince William County Police 
said a 44-year-old woman re¬ 
ported the incident at a corner in 
Manassas. 


The woman told police she was 
stopped at an intersection when 
the man dressed as Spider-Man 
exposed himself while making an 
obscene gesture. Police said the 
man then observed the woman 
in the car next to him and rolled 
down his window, further expos¬ 
ing himself. 

Man admits purposely 
hitting romantic rival 

nit HEMPFIELD — A 
Pennsylvania man ad¬ 
mitted using his SUV as a weap¬ 
on against a romantic rival last 
year. 

Seth Vanderella, 27, of Greens- 
burg, pleaded guilty to simple as¬ 
sault, reckless endangerment and 
three traffic offenses stemming 
from the July 4 incident in Hemp- 
field. In return, Westmoreland 
County prosecutors dismissed an 
aggravated assault charge. 

Authorities said Vanderella saw 
a man who was dating his former 
girlfriend and purposely drove 
into him before speeding away, 
causing undisclosed injuries. 

Vanderella received a sentence 
of six to 23 months but was freed 
on parole after he got credit for 
the jail time he had served. 

Feds say anglers must 
take fewer bluefish 

ifMIF PORTLAND — One 
1*1 k of the most popular 
fish with recreational anglers on 
the East Coast will be subject to 
new fishing restrictions. 

The new restrictions apply to 
bluefish, which sport fishermen 
seek from Maine to Florida in 
the U.S. The National Oceanic 


and Atmospheric Administration 
said the fish have been declared 
overfished. 

NOAA is applying interim 
regulations to recreational ves¬ 
sels fishing for bluefish in federal 
waters on the East Coast. Private 
recreational vessels will face a 
daily bag limit of three fish per 
person, and for-hire vessels, such 
as charter boats, will see a daily 
bag limit of five fish per person. 

Judge changes sentence 
of man in illegal fish case 

■til ■ CHARLEVOIX — A 
1*11 fish wholesaler in 
northern Michigan was given a 
significant break after federal of¬ 
ficials said they couldn’t arrange 
his unusual jail sentence. 

John Cross III, of Charlevoix, 
will serve four months of home 
detention without an electronic 
tether, according to a Feb. 18 
order by U.S. District Judge Paul 
Maloney. He can leave home to go 
to work. 

The government said Cross 
and his business, Cross Fisher¬ 
ies, bought about 50,000 pounds 
of lake trout from a fisherman 
who was using so-called trap 
nets. Those fish should have been 
thrown back into the water. 


Cross was sentenced last 
spring to a year in jail, a term to 
be served three to four months at 
a time outside the fishing season. 

The U.S. Bureau of Prisons, 
however, questioned the legality 
of an intermittent sentence. 

Sheriff: Dashcam video 
lost in malfunction 

T N CHATTAN °° GA — A 

I I* Tennessee sheriff’s of¬ 
fice lost thousands of videos from 
dashboard cameras due to a tech¬ 
nical malfunction. 

A letter delivered to the Hamil¬ 
ton County District Attorney’s Of¬ 
fice said dash camera footage for 
all 130 patrol deputies recorded 
between Oct. 25, 2018, and Jan. 
23 of this year was lost after a 
software failure on Jan. 13, news 
outlets reported. 

Sheriff Jim Hammond said 
video footage for “any of the hot- 
button cases that have been going 
on for the last four months" had 
already been downloaded, but 
footage in other cases can’t be 
recovered. 

Hamilton County District At¬ 
torney Neal Pinkston said his of¬ 
fice will review all cases during 
the time frame in question. 


City won’t celebrate 
Jefferson’s birthday 

%/A CHARLOTTESVILLE 
it —The city of Charlottes¬ 
ville will not honor the birthday of 
Thomas Jefferson this spring for 
the first time since World War II. 

The Washington Post reported 
that the city would instead cele¬ 
brate the demise of slavery March 
3. 

The holiday is known as Lib¬ 
eration and Freedom Day. It com¬ 
memorates when Union troops 
arrived in the city in March 1865 
and freed enslaved people. 

The change is the latest exam¬ 
ple of this southern city reckoning 
with its history. It began when the 
city tried to remove its Confed¬ 
erate monuments. That inspired 
white supremacists to stage the 
deadly 2017 Unite the Right rally. 

Surfer wins legal battle 
over path to ocean 

|k| DUCK — A surfer won 
I*a legal battle to gain 
access to an 8-foot-wide path that 
cuts through private property to 
the ocean on North Carolina’s 
Outer Banks. 

Bob Hovey and his wife, Tanya, 
had sued the Sand Dollar Shores 
Homeowners Association for the 
right to use the path where they 
go surfing. 

The walkway passes between 
two oceanfront houses. A sign 
said the path was private and only 
for homeowners and their guests. 

A judge in Camden Superior 
Court recently ruled in Hovey’s 
favor. 

From wire reports 
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Court hears arguments in La. abortion case 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Anti-abortion rights and abortion rights demonstrators rally outside the Supreme 
Court, in Washington on Wednesday as the court takes up the first major abortion case 
of the Trump era. 


By Mark Sherman 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court 
is taking up the first mqjor abortion case 
of the Trump era, an election year look at 
a Louisiana dispute that could reveal how 
willing the more conservative court is to 
roll back abortion rights. 

The outcome could have huge conse¬ 
quences at a time when several states 
have passed laws, being challenged in the 
courts, that would ban abortions after a 
fetal heartbeat is detected, as early as six 
weeks. 

The justices on Wednesday are examin¬ 
ing a Louisiana law requiring doctors who 
perform abortions to have admitting privi¬ 
leges at a nearby hospital. A federal judge 
found that just one of Louisiana’s three 
abortion clinics would remain open if the 
law is allowed to take effect. 

Abortion-rights protesters filled the 
sidewalk in front of the court Wednesday 
morning. A smaller group of anti-abor¬ 
tion demonstrators stood across the street, 
some blowing shofars, rams’ horns used 
in Jewish services, to try to drown out the 
other side’s speakers. 

The Louisiana law is similar to one in 
Texas that the Supreme Court struck down 
in 2016. Since then, though, Donald Trump 
was elected president and he appointed 
two justices, Neil Gorsuch and Brett Ka- 
vanaugh, who have shifted the court to the 
right. Even with those two additions to the 
court, Chief Justice John Roberts almost 
certainly holds the deciding vote. 

When the justices temporarily blocked 
the Louisiana law from taking effect a year 
ago, Roberts joined the court’s four liberal 
justices to put it on hold. Kavanaugh and 
Gorsuch were among the four conserva¬ 


tives who would have allowed the law to 
take effect. 

Those preliminary votes do not bind the 
justices when they undertake a thorough 
review of an issue, but they often signal 


how a case will come out. 

Roberts has generally voted to uphold 
abortion restrictions in more than 14 years 
as chief justice, including in the Texas case 
four years ago. 


It is for now unclear whether Roberts’ 
outlook on the Louisiana case has been af¬ 
fected by his new role as the court’s swing 
justice since Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
retirement, his concern about the court 
being perceived as a partisan institution 
and his respect for a prior decision of the 
court, even one he disagreed with. 

The chief justice asked an intriguing 
question about precedent Tuesday, won¬ 
dering whether a 10-year-old decision 
would help determine the outcome of a 
case about the Consumer Financial Pro¬ 
tection Bureau. “Do you think that recent 
precedent should have a binding effect on 
how the Court addresses this case?” Rob¬ 
erts asked. 

Louisiana, the Trump administration 
and anti-abortion groups have all firmly 
answered that question with a resounding, 
“No.“ 

Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry 
said the Louisiana and Texas laws are 
not identical. “Louisiana abortion provid¬ 
ers have a record of non-compliance with 
basic safety regulations, and now they 
want a special exemption from generally 
accepted medical standards that apply to 
similar surgical procedures in our state,” 
Landry said. 

The court also has agreed to review 
whether abortion providers have the right 
to go into court to represent the interests of 
women seeking abortions. A ruling in favor 
of the state’s argument that the providers 
lack the right to sue in these circumstanc¬ 
es, known as third-party standing, would 
be a devastating blow to abortion rights 
advocates since doctors and clinics, not 
individual women who want abortions, file 
most challenges to abortion restrictions. 

A decision is expected by late June. 


Cellphone tornado alerts helped 
Tenn. couple escape to basement 


* If the cellphones didn’t have the emergency 
call, it wouldn’t have been good, f 

Billy Dyer 


Teresa M. Walker/AP 

Billy Dyer of Baxter, Tenn., on Tuesday stands beside his home 
damaged by an early morning tornado, in Baxter, Tenn. Cell phone 
emergency alerts gave him and his wife time to get to the basement. 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

BAXTER, Tenn. — Billy Dy¬ 
er’s cellphone blared out an emer¬ 
gency alert, then his wife Kathy’s 
phone followed, giving them just 
enough time to get downstairs and 
flip on a TV to check the news. 

Then the tornado hit. 

When the sun rose Tuesday 
morning, the Dyers emerged to 
find the walls around their corner 
bedroom gone. Their mattress 
was perched precariously on their 
bed’s headboard, with only sky all 
around. 

“Thank God we had enough 
time to get downstairs to the base¬ 
ment or we would probably not be 
here,” Dyer said. 

State emergency officials said 
24 people were killed as fast-mov¬ 
ing storms blew through Ten¬ 
nessee early Tuesday. Eighteen 
of them, including five pre-teen 
children, died in Putnam County, 
some 80 miles east of Nashville. 
Eighty-eight more were injured 
in the county. 

Twenty-one people remain 
unaccounted for, Putnam Sher¬ 
iff Eddie Farris said, and about 
40% of the rubble still needs to be 
searched, including a 25-acre field 
with marshy vegetation reaching 


7 feet high. 

People across Nashville were 
awakened by outdoor sirens alert¬ 
ing them to the tornado danger 
early Tuesday, and sirens also 
sounded in parts of Putnam 
County, but in the Dyers’ Double 
Springs community, deep in the 
Tennessee countryside, no such 
systems exist. 

“If the cellphones didn’t have 
the emergency call, it wouldn’t 
have been good,” Dyer said. 

The twisters that struck across 
Tennessee after midnight Tues¬ 
day ripped off brick facades, bent 
metal poles and shredded more 
than 140 buildings while bury¬ 
ing people in piles of rubble and 
wrecked basements. 

Dyer’s own daughter, Brooke, 
34, managed to take shelter in the 
basement of the house he grew up 
in next door, and then “called me 
screaming and crying.” Moments 
after the tornado passed, he ven¬ 
tured out into the darkness and 
freed her from the wreckage. 


“Thank God my mother had 
a basement, a very small base¬ 
ment,” Dyer, 64, said. “She was 
standing there between the crack 
of the door screaming and crying, 
top of the house gone.” 

Gov. Bill Lee declared an emer¬ 
gency, sent the National Guard to 
help with search-and-rescue ef¬ 
forts and ordered flags over the 
state Capitol to fly at half-staff 
until Friday in memory of the lives 
lost. President Donald Trump, 
who plans a Friday visit, tweeted 
that “The USA stands with the 
people of Tennessee 100%, what¬ 
ever they need!” 

Police kept parts of Putnam 
County cordoned off, and im¬ 
posed an 8 p.m.-8 a.m. curfew as 
the grim search continued into 
Wednesday. 

National Weather Service 
survey teams indicated that the 
damage in Nashville and Wilson 
County to the east was inflicted 
by a tornado of at least EF-3 in¬ 
tensity, with wind speeds up to 


165 mph, the agency said. One 
twister wrecked homes and busi¬ 
nesses across a 10-mile stretch of 
Nashville that included parts of 
downtown. 

The tornado that struck Put¬ 
nam County damaged more than 
100 structures along a 2-mile 
path that wiped some homes from 
their foundations and scattered 
wreckage. The garage Dyer’s fa¬ 
ther used as an auto mechanic was 
scraped off its concrete slab, with 
metal rafters crushing the front 
and rear of his red Mustang with 
an Elvis Presley license plate. 

Justin Douglas, 22, a native of 
Mt. Juliet outside Nashville, re¬ 
cently graduated from Tennes¬ 
see Tech University in Cookeville 


— both places hit hard by the tor¬ 
nadoes. He said he knew some of 
the victims. 

“Back home, there were some 
family friends that they found lay¬ 
ing in the bed with the house col¬ 
lapsed on top of them, and then a 
guy I went to church with growing 
up, his daughter passed and I don’t 
know how him and his wife are,” 
Douglas said. “I heard they were 
in the hospital in rough shape.” 

Douglas moved his skid-steer 
loader to the Double Springs 
area Tuesday night, ready to help 
clean-up Wednesday. 

“Well, we need to go help be¬ 
cause these are our friends, our 
neighbors, our family,” Douglas 
said. “We’re going to go help.” 
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WORLD 


Syria, Turkey 
engage in 
more fighting 


Migrants seek entry 
on Greece-Turkey 
border; clashes erupt 


Greek riot police face migrants trying to enter Greece from Turkeyr 
in Kastanies on Wednesday. 



By Costas Kantouris 

Associated. Press 

KASTANIES, Greece — Greek 
authorities were firing tear gas 
and stun grenades Wednesday 
morning to repulse a push by 
migrants to cross its land border 
from Turkey, as pressure contin¬ 
ued along its frontier after Turkey 
said its own border with Europe 
was open to whoever wanted to 
cross. 

The clashes were near the bor¬ 
der village of Kastanies, along a 
border fence that covers much of 
the land border not demarcated 
by the Evros river running along 
the frontier. 

Turkey made good on a threat 
to open its borders and send mi¬ 
grants into Europe last week. 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s action triggered days 
of violent clashes and scenes of 
chaos at the land border, where 
thousands of migrants and refu¬ 


gees have gathered. 

Hundreds more have headed 
to Greek islands from the nearby 
Turkish coast in dinghies. One 
child died when the rubber din¬ 
ghy he was in capsized off the 
coast of the Greek island of Les¬ 
bos earlier this week. 

The government has called 
the situation a direct threat to 
Greece’s national security and has 
imposed emergency measures 
to carry out swift deportations 
and freeze asylum applications 
for one month. Migrants have 
been reporting being summarily 
pushed back across the border 
into Turkey. 

Turkey’s announcement that 
it wouldn’t stop those wishing to 
cross into Europe came amid a 
Russia-backed Syrian govern¬ 
ment offensive into Syria’s north¬ 
western Idlib province, where 
Turkish troops are fighting. 

The offensive has killed dozens 


of Turkish troops and sent nearly 
a million Syrian civilians toward 
Turkey’s sealed border. Oleg 
Zhuravlev, head of the Russian 
military’s coordination center in 
Syria, however, said Tuesday the 
claims about a humanitarian cri¬ 
sis in Idlib were false. 

Zhuravlev said that Turkish 
authorities were “herding" about 
130,000 refugees, who were in 
temporary camps near the Tur- 
key-Syria border, toward the 
border with Greece. He said that 
most were not from Syria. 

On Greece’s land border with 
Turkey, Greek authorities said 
that Turkish police were fir¬ 
ing tear gas at the Greek border 
and the authorities guarding it, 
and supplied video that they said 
backed their assertion. 

Turkey, for its part, accused 


Greece of mistreating refugees. 

“Greece treats refugees hor¬ 
ribly and then turns around to 
blame Turkey,” Fahrettin Altun, 
the communications director of 
Turkey’s presidency, tweeted 
Tuesday night. “This is the kind 
of double standards and hypoc¬ 
risy we have gotten used to over 
the years. The country that just 
suspended temporary protection 
and tear gassed migrations has 
no moral authority to speak of!” 

Ankara, Turkey’s capital, has 
come under harsh criticism from 
some European countries. 

“The people are being used 
by President Erdogan as a po¬ 
litical football, as weapons and 
as instruments of pressure on 
the European Union,” Austrian 
Chancellor Sebastian Kurz said 
Tuesday. 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Two 
more Turkish soldiers were killed 
Wednesday in a Syrian govern¬ 
ment attack in Syria’s northwest, 
the country’s Defense Ministry 
said, as steady clashes between 
the two national armies contin¬ 
ued to rack up casualties. 

Turkey has sent thousands of 
troops to support holed up Syrian 
insurgents, but hasn’t been able 
to stop a Russian-backed Syrian 
government offensive to retake 
the Idlib province. 

A Syrian opposition war moni¬ 
tor said that nine Syrian soldiers 
were also killed in Turkish drone 
attacks in the northwestern area. 

The assault came as Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdo¬ 
gan was scheduled to depart for 
Moscow, where he says he aims 
to broker a cease-fire in Syria 
with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. 

Turkey and Russia are the two 
main power brokers in Syria and 
each supports rival sides in the 
nine-year conflict. 
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FACES _ 

Blind dating 
made literal 

Recent reality shows tackle obsession 
with appearances, but find few answers 



Netflix 


“Love Is Blind,” which puts singles in pods where they can talk but not see each other, offers a hilarious 
sampling of so many beloved and tawdry reality shows. 


Lisa Bonos 
The Washington Post 

The hottest thing in dating 
right now is not being able to see 
the person you’re talking to. 

Yes, that’s the premise of “Love 
Is Blind,” Netflix’s wildly popular 
reality-TV dating show that puts 
singles in pods where they can 
talk but not see one another. The 
only way to reunite sans divider is 
to chat so long that you fall in love 
and get engaged. 

But the appeal of sightless dat¬ 
ing goes well beyond Netflix. 
“Married at First Sight,” which 
pairs off strangers in unions, 
then gives them eight weeks to 
decide whether to stay or flee, is 
gearing up for its 10th season. For 
the past year, a New York comedy 
show called “UpDating” has been 
attracting large crowds to watch 
two strangers fumble through 
their first date while blindfolded. 

The eyes may be the “windows 
to the soul,” but clearly we’re re¬ 
alizing that sight alone won’t lead 
us to our soul mates. Can taking it 
away, even briefly, correct for our 
overly visual superficiality? 

The hosts of “UpDating” 
— Brandon Berman, 25, and 
Harrison Forman, 28 — think 
their show resonates with audi¬ 
ences because a lot of them are 
on dating apps. “You’re just see¬ 


ing a picture to decide if you like 
someone or not,” Forman said in 
a phone interview. “On a blind 
date, it’s the opposite. You’re still 
judging — but it’s by personality, 
vibe, energy.” 

For the first half of “UpDat¬ 
ing,” two daters converse while 
blindfolded. Then the blindfolds 
come off, and everyone gets to see 
the reaction. Will, a 30-year-old 
New Yorker who was on the “Up- 
Dating” stage last month, said in 
a phone interview that he went on 
the show to deliberately take him¬ 
self out of his comfort zone. 

“If you’re an attractive person 
in a large city with so much op¬ 
tions, you get chosen so easily just 
because you’re hot,” Will said. 
“When you just have to rely on 
your wits, you really find out if 
you’re a fun person or not.” 

He found the experience a bit 
jarring because he wasn’t just 
talking to one person, as he might 
on a first date; he was talking to 
his date and an audience of about 
80. 

Will’s date, Emily Beard, 24, 
actually thought he was more 
attractive when she couldn’t see 
him. “I really did like him blind¬ 
folded, but once they came off I 
was like: ‘Oh, God, no.’” 

The problem? She’s into a more 
clean-cut look, and Will’s hair was 
longer than she generally goes 


for. And we’re not talking Jesus 
locks here. Will has a couple of 
inches of hair. 

The disconnect between blind 
and visual dating was the entire 
premise of “Love Is Blind.” This 
is still television, so of course 
everyone is conventionally good- 
looking. But what’s more strik¬ 
ing, and perhaps where the blind 
aspect was applied even more 
strictly, was in terms of the calen¬ 
dar. These daters had fewer than 
40 days to date, get engaged, live 
together and then make a deci¬ 
sion at the altar: We’re getting 
married or parting ways. That’s 
not just an experiment in whether 
love is blind to physical attraction, 
it’s a question of whether love is 
blind to how a person, and a rela¬ 


tionship, unfolds over time. 

Even though some of those pod 
conversations were deep and re¬ 
vealing, they’re just the begin¬ 
ning of a connection. The pod 
talks were reminiscent of people 
on first, second and third dates 
using the famed “36 questions” 
as shortcuts to intimacy. Those 
questions, which went viral in a 
New York Times Modern Love 
column in 2015, might help forge 
a bond between two people. But 
no amount of conversation is a 
perfect substitute for the intima¬ 
cy of time. Sure, this person you 
just met seems to want the same 
things, but can they put their 
needs aside to attend to yours? 
What are they like in a crisis? 
How do you handle being apart? 


What will you do if she has a jeal¬ 
ous or mean streak? How does he 
talk to his mother? 

Dating apps have encouraged 
first impressions to be so heavily 
based on looks that many daters 
never land in deep-question ter¬ 
ritory. Cameron Hamilton said 
the superficiality of app dating is 
what led him to “Love Is Blind.” 
Before signing up for the show, 
“I was doing the dating apps, and 
I was finding myself picking the 
wrong people for me,” he said. 
“I was making quick judgments 
based on how they looked and 
was ignoring their personality. 
So I thought that this might be a 
chance to get to know someone on 
a deeper level, an emotional level, 
first.” 


Farrow dumps publisher over book deal with father Woody Allen 


From wire reports 

The investigative journalist 
Ronan Farrow, whose reporting 
helped launch the #MeToo move¬ 
ment, revealed Tuesday that he 
is splitting from his publisher, 
Hachette Book Group, after dis¬ 
covering its imprint would be 
publishing a memoir of his father, 
Woody Allen. 

Farrow, Allen’s son with Mia 
Farrow, has stood by his sister, 
Dylan, after she accused Allen 
of molesting her when she was a 
child in the 1990s, which the film¬ 
maker has denied. The Pulitzer 
Prize-winning journalist detailed 
the family turmoil in his book 
published by Hachette in 2019, 
“Catch And Kill: Lies, Spies, and 
a Conspiracy to Protect Preda¬ 
tors,” which follows Farrow’s 
challenges exposing the sexual 
abuse allegations against power¬ 
ful men including Harvey Wein¬ 
stein, Allen and others. 

Farrow, who writes for the 
New Yorker, accused Hachette 
of concealing the book deal from 
him and also of failing to fact- 
check Allen’s memoir against 
his sister’s accusations of sexual 


abuse. Because of the publisher’s 
behavior, he said he could no lon¬ 
ger work with Hachette “in good 
conscience.” 

Dylan Farrow immediately 
condemned Hachette’s decision 
to provide Allen the platform he 
sought. 

“Hachette’s publishing of 
Woody Allen’s memoir is deeply 
upsetting to me personally and 
an utter betrayal of my brother 
whose brave reporting, capital¬ 
ized on by Hachette, gave voice 
to numerous survivors of sexual 
assault by powerful men,” she 
wrote in a Monday statement re¬ 
leased on Twitter. 

Both she and Ronan Farrow 
said the publisher failed to fact- 
check the filmmaker’s book. 

Allen’s book, published by Ha¬ 
chette’s Grand Central Publish¬ 
ing is due to be released April 7. 

'Juliet' leads Britain's 
Olivier nominations 

“Juliet” leads the race for 
Britain’s Olivier theater awards, 
where “Fleabag” creator Phoe¬ 
be Waller-Bridge is up for two 
trophies. 


The “Romeo and Juliet”-in- 
spired show, with music by Swed¬ 
ish songwriter Max Martin, has 
nine nominations, including best 
new musical. 

Trevor Nunn’s revival of “Fid¬ 
dler on the Roof” was nominated 
in eight categories on Tuesday, 
while Broadway import “Dear 
Evan Hansen” is up for seven 
prizes. 

The one-woman stage version 
of Waller-Bridge’s barbed sitcom 
“Fleabag” is nominated for best 
entertainment or comedy play. 
Waller-Bridge is also nominated 
for best actress in a play, compet¬ 
ing with Hayley Atwell for “Ros- 
mersholm,” Sharon D. Clarke for 
“Death of a Salesman,” and Juliet 
Stevenson for “The Doctor.” 

“Fleabag” co-star Andrew 
Scott is among the best-actor 
nominees for his performance as 
a self-centered actor in Noel Cow¬ 
ard’s “Present Laughter.” The 
other contenders are James McA- 
voy for “Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
Toby Jones for “Uncle Vanya” 
and Wendell Pierce for “Death Of 
A Salesman.” 

The winners will be announced 
April 5. 


Award-winning Iranian 
director sentenced 

An Iranian filmmaker who just 
won the Berlin Film Festival’s 
Golden Bear has been summoned 
to serve a one-year prison sen¬ 
tence over his movies, his lawyer 
said Wednesday. 

Mohammad Rasoulof’s sen¬ 
tence came from three films he 
made that authorities found to be 
“propaganda against the system,“ 
his lawyer Nasser Zarafshan told 
The Associated Press. Rasoulof’s 
sentence also included an order 
than he stop his filmmaking for 
two years, the lawyer said. 

Rasoulof just won the Berlin 
Film Festival’s top prize for his 
film “There Is No Evil.” The film 
tells four stories loosely connect¬ 
ed to the use of the death penalty 
in Iran and dealing with personal 
freedom under tyranny. 

Bond film pushed back 
because of coronavirus 

The release of the James Bond 
film “No Time To Die” has been 
pushed back several months be¬ 


cause of global concerns about 
coronavirus. 

MGM, Universal and producers 
Michael G. Wilson and Barbara 
Broccoli announced on Twitter 
Wednesday that the film would 
be pushed back from its April re¬ 
lease to November 2020. 

The announcement cited con¬ 
sideration of the global theatrical 
marketplace in the decision to 
delay the release of the film. “No 
Time To Die” will now hit the¬ 
aters in the U.K. on Nov. 12 and 
worldwide on Nov. 25. 

The Bond films make a signifi¬ 
cant portion of their profits from 
international markets. The last 
film, “Spectre,” made more than 
$679 million from overseas the¬ 
aters in 2015. 

Other news 

■ Bobbie Battista, who was 
among the original anchors for 
CNN Headline News and hosted 
CNN’s “TalkBack Live,” has died. 
She was 67. Battista died Tuesday 
after a four-year battle with cer¬ 
vical cancer, family spokeswom¬ 
an Wendy Guarisco told CNN. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 NASCAR 
sponsor 

4 Beer ingredient 
8 Diminutive suffix 

12 Water (Fr.) 

13 Sharif of 
“Funny Girl” 

14 Raised 

15 Supposed 

17 Audubon subject 

18 Corpulent 
19Fluman body 

study 

21 Sobbing sound 

24 601, to Nero 

25 Mess up 

26 Potential syrup 
28 Bygone Ford 
32 Play parts 

34 Ump 

36 To be, in Toulon 

37 Theater worker 
39 Bill’s partner 

41 — glance 

42 Fleur-de— 

44 More silver- 

haired 

46 Bit of trivia 

50 Sneeze starts 

51 Brit, queen 
featured in 
“The Crown” 

52 Land visited 
by Gulliver 

56 Locale 

57 Fall (over) 

58 Half of bi- 

3-5 


59 Swizzle 

60 Chop — 

61 Male turkey 

DOWN 

1 Aug. follower 

2 Greek cross 

3 Present, as 
an idea 

4 Guiding 
maxims 

5 Parisian pal 

6 Volcanic flow 

7 Pollster’s find 

8 Receding sea 

9 Small combo 

10 School session 

11 Vortex 
16 Foot rub 

response 

20 Expert 

21 Boyfriend 

22 Tolkien villains 


23 Scull need 

27 Chest muscle 

29 Doesn’t leave 

30 Deco artist 

31 Shakespearean 
king 

33 Fizzy water 

35 Shore concealer 

38 Carnival city 

40 By word 
of mouth 

43 Sari fabrics 

45 Sashimi fish 

46 Own (up) 

47 Landed 

48 New York’s 
— Field 

49 God, in Grenoble 

53 Writer Harper 

54 Colorful card 
game 

55 Country singer 
McGraw 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



CRYPTOQUIP 


LMIP KAHNB K LTIIHG GWH 


MR ZHPCTIITV BH GKJVTQ 
KAHNB RTKQZWMJE LHQ 


ETJMNRTR: “AQKMJRCHBBMJE.” 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHILE DRIVING ON 
THAT STREET I EVENTUALLY SAW A BIG BEAR. 
I’D SAY I WAS ON THE ROAD TO BRUIN. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: L equals F 
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OPINION _ 

Increase US troop presence in Africa 


By Jim Inhofe 

Special to The Washington Post 

I just returned from West Africa, where 
I received a simple message from our 
African partners: The threat from 
radical Islamist terrorism is not only 
real but growing — and for our partners to 
win this fight, they need our help. 

While there, I met with several of our 
key partners: Ghana, Mauritania and lead¬ 
ers from the Group of Five-Sahel, and their 
message to me was the clearest I’ve heard 
in my nearly 200 African country visits. 

So far, the help we’ve been providing has 
been all about capacity building, and that’s 
the way it should be. Our African partners’ 
capabilities are improving, but what has 
most impressed me is their commitment. 
They own the fight, but they want our help 
to ensure they win. 

Americans can’t afford for them to lose. 
Terrorists hate freedom everywhere, but 
they hate the United States the most. If 
they’re allowed to operate in failed states 
or ungoverned territory, they’ll be plan¬ 
ning, training and launching terrorist at¬ 
tacks against our allies — and eventually 
us. 

Defense Secretary Mark Esper made the 
smart decision to send the U.S. Army’s 1st 
Security Force Assistance Brigade to Afri¬ 
ca — something I’ve been calling for since 
2018. The SFAB’s capabilities are a perfect 
complement to what we’re already doing 
in West Africa with special operations and 
intelligence. But if the SFAB is intended to 
replace what we’re already doing, it will be 
a disaster for our partners and a signifi¬ 


cant reduction in capacity building. 

Let’s look at our readjustments in terms 
of numbers compared to threats. We have 
more than 200,000 troops spread out be¬ 
tween the Middle East, Europe and the Pa¬ 
cific at the same time the threat in Africa 
continues to grow rapidly in both strength 
and geographic reach. Compare that with 
U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM), which 
has just 6,000 service members training 
and advising our partners and conducting 
operations to counter dangerous terrorist 
organizations — all while facing mounting 
pressure from Russia and China. Think 
about it this way: AFRICOM has just 1% of 
the troops and resources to handle three of 
the National Defense Strategy’s top priori¬ 
ties, spread over an area that is larger geo¬ 
graphically than China, India, the United 
States and most of Europe combined. 

Our current presence isn’t just critical 
for our African partners; it also serves as 
a force multiplier and provides assurance 
to our European allies for their own coun¬ 
terterrorism partnerships in the region. 
While in Munich, the Europeans told me 
they want to increase their role in West Af¬ 
rica but can only do so if we stay. 

The need to be involved in Africa is 
about more than just countering the ter¬ 
rorist threat. If we don’t maintain — or, 
frankly, even expand — our commitment 
there, we will cede influence and access 
across the continent to Russia and China. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping see what 
I see: the strategic importance of Africa. 
But as the United States is considering 
pulling back, Russia and China are surg¬ 


ing in their investment. 

While AFRICOM is continuously un¬ 
derresourced, our small presence there 
is meaningful and provides significant re¬ 
turn on investment. Our partners there are 
grateful for our leadership, and our allies 
and partners around the world follow that 
lead. Downgrading our investment now 
would only increase our risk and make fu¬ 
ture competition or potential conflict cost¬ 
lier down the road. 

The good news? I’m not the only one 
who sees this. At the annual Senate Armed 
Services Committee posture hearing for 
AFRICOM in January, many senators on 
both sides of the aisle spoke and asked 
questions that highlighted the importance 
of our presence in Africa. It was a welcome 
and stark contrast from just 10 years ago, 
when only a few of us were pushing to cre¬ 
ate AFRICOM or inquiring about our role 
in the region. 

The defense secretary is right to take 
a tough look at where our troops are de¬ 
ployed around the world and how we can 
better align our forces to implement the 
National Defense Strategy with an eye to 
Russia and China. Esper also understands 
that Africa plays a key role in our national 
security — particularly when it comes to 
combating the growing threat of terror¬ 
ism on the continent. So I hope it’s as plain 
to him as it is to me: A true “right sizing” 
of U.S. forces in Africa should result in an 
increase in personnel and support, not a 
decrease. 


Jim Inhofe, a Republican, represents Oklahoma 
in the U.S. Senate and is chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee. 


Withdrawal isn’t the same as peace in Afghanistan 


By Shukria Dellawar 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he recently signed agreement 
between the United States and 
Taliban offers a clear path for 
the full withdrawal of American 
troops from Afghanistan. Less clear, how¬ 
ever, is the path to real lasting peace in the 
country. 

Nearly two decades into America’s lon¬ 
gest war, the Taliban are resurgent while 
Afghanistan is the country where civilians 
are most likely to be killed by terrorists. 
According to the Institute for Economics 
and Peace 2019 Global Terrorism Index, 
there was a 71% increase in terrorist at¬ 
tacks in 2018. In fact, approximately 50% of 
the global victims of terror are Afghans. 

Security remains the number one chal¬ 
lenge to economic and human develop¬ 
ment in Afghanistan. U.S. Air Forces 
Central Command recently reported that 
the United States dropped 7,423 bombs in 
Afghanistan in 2019, a new record high 
since 2010. And following the recent week- 
long reduction in violence, Taliban leaders 
announced they will resume attacks on Af¬ 
ghan security forces. 

After taking office, President Donald 
Trump quickly came to realize that the war 
in Afghanistan could not be won militarily. 
However, by engaging the Taliban in ne¬ 
gotiations without including the legitimate 
Afghan government and other key Afghan 
stakeholders, he undermined chances for 
a stable peace following troop departures. 
This approach legitimized the Taliban and 
bolstered regional interventionists. 

Although ending American participation 
in an unwinnable war is necessary, there 
will be a strong temptation, if not need, 
to return unless there is real peace. This 
may very well lead to air and drone op¬ 
erations without a ground presence. Five 
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U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, left, and 
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the Taliban’s 
top political leader, shake hands after 
signing a peace deal in Qatar on Saturday. 

major steps need to be taken to end the war 
responsibly: 

■ A comprehensive cease-fire: Only a 
comprehensive cease-fire can create the 
right atmosphere for intra-Afghan talks 
to bear fruit. It is the responsibility of the 
United States, the Taliban, and all Afghan 
stakeholders engaged at any level to work 
collectively toward a full cease-fire, pre¬ 
vent the killing of innocent civilians, and 
create the trust needed for intra-Afghan 
talks to succeed. 

■ A neutral mediator: The U.S.-Taliban 
accord left out representation of the Af¬ 
ghan people. A neutral third-party media¬ 
tor such as Norway must lead engagement 


of all stakeholders and address appropriate 
metrics of a potential peace accord. 

■Third-party guarantors: If a compre¬ 
hensive peace deal is reached, who will 
monitor and enforce it once American 
troops have withdrawn? Third-party guar¬ 
antors are needed to assure the agreement 
is upheld by all parties. 

■ Rehabilitation of ex-combatants: The 
U.S.-Taliban agreement calls for the re¬ 
lease of 5,000 Taliban prisoners in ex¬ 
change for 1,000 “prisoners of the other 
side.” Such a rapid release of 5,000 Taliban 
prisoners without a formal rehabilitation 
mechanism in place can only lead to fur¬ 
ther destabilization of the Afghan govern¬ 
ment and society. Proper rehabilitation 
and reintegration mechanisms must be 
put in place so fighters don’t return to the 
battlefield. 

■ Protect human rights and women’s 
rights: Intra-Afghan talks must fully and 
meaningfully engage women, minorities 
and youth. Protecting the human rights of 
all Afghans is essential if peace is to hold 
long term. 

Afghans have suffered sustained vio¬ 
lence for four decades. If the course of the 
current policy is not corrected, the future is 
sure to lead to a much bloodier Afghan civil 
war and a deeper American quagmire. 

Unfortunately, the United States played a 
critical role in aiding warlords and fueling 
corruption and insecurity in Afghanistan. 
Simply handing the country to the Taliban 
in the name of a quick exit will neither re¬ 
sult in peace nor halt the terror. Instead, it 
will set the stage for a near-term return of 
American forces. 

Peace may not be a quick fix, but it is the 
only fix that lasts. 

Shukria Dellawar is a legislative representative 
for the prevention of violent conflict at the Friends 
Committee on National Legislation and policy 
director for the Afghanistan Peace Campaign. 
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Tennis 


Monterrey Open 

Tuesday 
At Club Sonoma 
Monterrey, Mexico 
Purse: $251,750 
Surface: Hardcourt outdoor 
Women’s Singles 
Round of 32 

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, def. Varvara 
Flink, Russia, 4-3, ret. 

Lauren Davis (10), United States, def. 
Nadia Podoroska, Argentina, 6-0, 6-3. 

Tatjana Maria, Germany, def. Heather 
Watson, Britain, 7-6 (4), 3-6, 7-5. 

Kateryna Bondarenko, Ukraine, def. 
Sara Sorribes Tormo, Spain, 4-6, 6-0, 6-2. 

Elina Svitolina (1), Ukraine, def. Danka 
Kovinic, Montenegro, 6-3,6-2. 

Leylah Annie Fernandez, Canada, def. 
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 7-6 (5), 6- 
2 . 

Tamara Zidansek, Slovenia, def. Victo¬ 
ria Azarenka (7), Belarus, 6-2,6-2. 

Johanna Konta (2), Britain, def. Kim 
Clijsters, Belgium, 6-3, 7-5. 

Anastasia Potapova, Russia, vs. Giulia 
Gatto-Monticone, Italy, 6-4, 4-6, 6-4. 
Women’s Doubles 
Round of 16 

Wang Yafan, China, and Miyu Kato, Ja¬ 
pan, def. Yana Sizikova, Russia, and Cor¬ 
nelia Lister, Sweden, 6-4,6-4. 

Desirae Krawczyk, United States, and 
Giuliana Olmos (2), Mexico, def. Astra 
Sharma, Australia, and Caroline Dole- 
hide, United States, 7-6 (9), 5-7, 11-9. 

Renata Voracova and Marie Bouzkova, 
Czech Republic, def. Monique Adamczak, 
Australia, and Maria Sanchez (4), United 
States, 6-3, 3-6, 10-5. 

Lyon Open 

Wednesday 

At Palais des Sports Gerland 
Lyon, France 
Purse: $251,750 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
Women’s Singles 
Round of 32 

Sofia Kenin (1), United States, def. Vi- 
talia Diatchenko, Russia, 6-4, 6-3. 

Round of 16 

Alison van Uytvanck (5), Belgium, def. 
Viktoriya Tomova, Bulgaria, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 
( 2 ). 

Camila Giorgi, Italy, def. Alize Cornet 
(4), France, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2. 

Women’s Doubles 
Round of 16 

Lidziya Marozava and Vera Lapko, 
Belarus, def. Laura Pigossi, Brazil, and 
Rosalie van Der Hoek, Netherlands, 6-2, 
7-6 (0). 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, and Mar¬ 
ta Kostyuk, Ukraine, def. Oksana Kalash¬ 
nikova, Georgia, and Valeria Savinykh 
(3), Russia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Lesley Pattinama Kerkhove and Bibi- 
ane Schoofs, Netherlands, def. Alison 
van Uytvanck and Greet Minnen, Bel¬ 
gium, 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Quarterfinals 

Laura-loana Paar, Romania, and Julia 
Wachaczyk, Germany, def. Elixane Lech- 
emia and Jessika Ponchet, France, 6-2, 
4-6, 10-6. 


Deals 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Signed RHP 
Zach Putnam to a minor league con- 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

NBA - Fined Portland Trailblazers F 
Mario Hezonja $25,000 for making illegal 
contact with an official. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

DALLAS STARS - Recalled GT Jake 
Oettinger from Texas Stars (AHL). 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Recalled F 
Yakov Trenin from Milwaukee (AHL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Named Ben 
Bloom senior defensive assistant. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed TE 
Marcus Baugh. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

D.C. UNITED - Aquired M Mohammed 
Abu from Valerenga Fotball in Norway on 
a one-year loan. 

NEW ENGLAND REVOLUTION - Ac¬ 
quired $150,000 in 2020 General Alloca¬ 
tion Money from the Montreal Impact for 
the discovery rights to Victor Wanyama. 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Bloomfield 73, Goldey-Beacom 54 
Bucknell 65, Holy Cross 62 
Buffalo 75, Miami (Ohio) 69 
Dominican (NY) 80, Georgian Court 50 
Jefferson 63, Felician 60 
Lehigh 78, Loyola (Md.) 75 
Maine 71, Hartford 65 
Mass.-Lowell 63, New Hampshire 54 
Michigan St. 79, Penn St. 71 
Rutgers 78, Maryland 67 
Syracuse 84, Boston College 71 
UMBC 75, Stony Brook 67 
Vermont 85, Albany (NY) 62 
Wilmington (DC) 76, Post (Conn.) 69 
SOUTH 

Ala.-Huntsville 74, West Florida 44 
Appalachian St. 61, Louisiana-Monroe 57 
Arkansas St. 76, Georgia Southern 75 
Belmont Abbey 97, Mount Olive 78 
Charleston Southern 81, Presbyterian 64 
Cincinnati 79, South Florida 67 
Clark Atlanta 64, Kentucky St. 55 
Duquesne 80, VCU 77, OT 
Embry-Riddle 80, Barry 64 
Emmanuel 86, Barton 75 
Florida Southern 97, Lynn 80 
Georgia St. 89, UALR 70 
King (Tenn.) 90, North Greenville 81 
Lee 81, Auburn-Montgomery 57 
Liberty 55, NJIT49 
Lipscomb 68, Florida Gulf Coast 63 
Louisiana-Lafayette 108, Coastal Car¬ 
olina 101 

Morehouse 76, Lane 61 
North Carolina 93, Wake Forest 83 
North Florida 91, Jacksonville 88 
Nova Southeastern 115, Rollins 81 
Paine 78, Tuskegee 73 
Palm Beach Atlantic 96, St. Leo 69 
Richmond 80, Davidson 63 
SC-Upstate 69, High Point 59 
South Alabama 58, Texas St. 54 
South Carolina 83, Mississippi St. 71 
Southern Wesleyan 85, Lees-Mcrae 81 
Stetson 82, North Alabama 72 
Tennessee 81, Kentucky 73 
Texas-Arlington 78, Troy 64 
UNC-Asheville 72, Campbell 68 
Valdosta St. 96, Montevallo 73 
Vanderbilt 87, Alabama 79 
West Alabama 82, Union (Tenn.) 79 
MIDWEST 
Akron 74, Ohio 67 
Ball St. 85, Cent. Michigan 68 
Central St. (Ohio) 87, Fort Valley St. 79 
DePaul 69, Marquette 68 
Findlay 85, Lake Erie 69 
Grand Valley St. 73, Ashland 60 
III.-Chicago 93, IUPUI 59 
Kent St. 83, Bowling Green 69 
Kentucky Wesleyan 80, Hillsdale 72 
Malone 73, Cedarville 71 
Michigan Tech 75, Saginaw Valley St. 56 
N. Illinois 71, Toledo 50 
N. Michigan 70, Ferris St. 69 
Northwood (Mich.) 82, Davenport 70 
Oakland 80, Cleveland St. 59 
Purdue 77, Iowa 68 
W. Michigan 70, E. Michigan 54 
Walsh 67, Ohio Dominican 66 
West Virginia 77, Iowa St. 71 
Youngstown St. 63, Milwaukee 57 
SOUTHWEST 

Dallas Baptist 69, Oklahoma Christian 
67, OT 

Lubbock Christian 79, Midwestern St. 61 
Stephen F. Austin 77, Abilene Christian 72 
Tarleton St. 84, Texas-Permian Basin 68 
Texas 52, Oklahoma 51 
Texas A&M Commerce 77, Ark.-Fort 
Smith 73 

FAR WEST 

Cal St.-East Bay 70, CS San Bernardino 68 
Colorado Mesa 69, Colo.-Colo. Springs 66 
Colorado Mines 73, N.M. Highlands 66 
Dixie St. 84, Regis 71 

S.D. Mines 80, Black Hills St. 71 

Men’s conference 
tournaments 

Atlantic Sun Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 

Liberty 55, NJIT 49 
Stetson 82, North Alabama 72 
Lipscomb 66, Florida Gulf Coast 63 
North Florida 91, Jacksonville 88 

Semifinals 
Thursday, March 5 

Liberty vs. Stetson 
North Florida vs. Lipscomb 
Big South Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 
SC-Upstate 69, High Point 59 
UNC-Asheville 72, Campbell 68 
Charleston Southern 81, Presbyterian 64 
At No. 1 Seed 
Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 5 
Winthrop vs. SC-Upstate 
Gardner-Webb vs. UNC-Asheville 
Radford vs. Charleston Southern 
Horizon League 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 
III.-Chicago 93, IUPUI 59 
Youngstown State 63, Milwaukee 57 
Oakland 80, Cleveland St. 59 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 
Youngstown St. at Ill.-Chicago 
Missouri Valley Conference 
At St. Louis 
First Round 
Thursday, March 5 
Drake vs. Illinois St. 

Valparaiso vs. Evansville 
Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 6 

N. Iowa vs Drake-lllinois St. winner 
Bradley vs. S. Illinois 
Loyola of Chicago vs. Valparaiso- 
Evansville winner 

Indiana St. vs. Missouri St. 


Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 

Fresno St. vs. Air Force 
New Mexico vs. San Jose St. 

Colorado St. vs. Wyoming 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 5 

San Diego St. vs. Fresno St.-Air Force 
winner 

UNLV vs. Boise State 
Utah St. vs. New Mexico-San Jose St. 
winner 

Nevada vs. Colorado St.-Wyoming 
winner 

Northeast Conference 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 

Robert Morris vs. St. Francis (NY) 
Saint Francis (Pa.) vs. Bryant 
Sacred Heart vs. Mount St. Mary’s 
LIU Brooklyn vs. Fairleigh Dickinson 

Ohio Valley Conference 
At Evansville, Ind. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 

Tennessee St. vs. Morehead St. 

E. Illinois vs. Jacksonville St. 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 

E. Kentucky vs. Tennessee St.-More- 
head St. winner 

Austin Peay vs. E. Illinois-Jacksonville 
St. winner 

Patriot League 
At Higher-Seeded Schools 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 

Bucknell 65, Holy Cross 62 
Lehigh 78, Loyola Marymount 75 

Quarterfinals 
Thursday, March 5 

Colgate vs. Lehigh 
American U. vs. Bucknell 
Boston U. vs. Navy 
Army West Point vs. Lafayette 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 5 

Loyola Marymount vs. San Diego 
Santa Clara vs. Portland 

USA Today Women’s Top 25 

The top 25 teams in the USA Today 
women’s college basketball poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, RE¬ 
CORDS THROUGH MONDAY, points based 
on 25 points for a first-place vote through 
one point for a 25th-place vote and last 
week’s ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. South Carolina (23) 29-1 789 1 

2. Baylor (6) 27-1 765 2 

3. Oregon (3) 28-2 749 3 

4. UConn 26-3 690 4 

5. Louisville 27-3 674 5 

6. Maryland 25-4 629 7 

7. UCLA 25-4 584 8 

8. Stanford 25-5 582 6 

9. Mississippi State 25-5 526 9 

10. N.C. State 25-4 488 11 

11. Gonzaga 28-2 480 10 

12. South Dakota 27-2 400 12 

13. Northwestern 26-3 396 19 

14. Arizona 23-6 363 13 

15. Oregon State 22-8 351 18 

16. DePaul 25-5 283 15 

17. Princeton 24-1 254 21 

18. Kentucky 21-7 250 16 

19. Texas A&M 22-7 246 14 

20. Iowa 23-6 206 20 

21. Missouri State 24-4 197 17 

22. Indiana 23-7 180 24 

23. Florida State 22-7 100 22 

24. Florida Gulf Coast 28-3 57 23 

25. Arizona State 20-10 47 - 

Others receiving votes: Arkansas (22- 

7) 44; Old Dominion (24-4) 23; Central 
Michigan (22-5) 12; Alabama (18-11) 8; 
Troy (23-4) 7; TCU (20-7) 7; Coastal Caro¬ 
lina (25-3) 3; Marquette (22-7) 2; James 
Madison (23-4) 2; Duke (18-11) 2; Dayton 
(22-8) 2; Stony Brook (26-3) 1; Rutgers 
(21-8) 1. 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Duquesne 70, Rhode Island 53 
Fordham 59, Saint Joseph’s 36 
Richmond 57, George Washington 49 
UMass 72, St. Bonaventure 54 

SOUTH 

Davidson 67, La Salle 63 
N. Kentucky 94, Detroit 47 

MIDWEST 

Cleveland St. 84, Youngstown St. 48 
Iowa St. 61, Kansas 42 
Milwaukee 73, Oakland 65 
Saint Louis 69, George Mason 61 
Wright St. 83, Ill.-Chicago 47 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 88, Stephen F. Austin 62 
Kansas St. 62, Oklahoma St. 52 

FAR WEST 

Boise St. 79, Wyoming 71 
Fresno St. 94, San Jose St. 68 

Women’s conference 
tournaments 

America East Conference 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 

No. 1 Stony Brook vs. No. 8 Albany (NY) 
No. 2 Maine vs. No. 7 Vermont 
No. 3 Mass.-Lowell vs. No. 6 UMBC 
No. 4 Binghamton vs. No. 5 New Hamp- 

American Athletic Conference 
At Uncasville, Conn. 

First Round 
Friday, March 6 

No. 5 Tulane vs. No. 12 Tulsa 
No. 8 Temple vs. No. 9 East Carolina 
No. 7 Wichita State vs. No. 10 Houston 
No. 6 SMU vs. No. 11 Memphis 


Atlantic Coast Conference 
At Greensboro Coliseum 
Greensboro, N.C. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 
No. 12 North Carolina vs. No. 13 Wake 
Forest 

No. 10 Notre Dame vs. No. 15 Pittsburgh 
No. 11 Miami vs. No. 14 Clemson 

Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 

No. 5 Virginia Tech vs. North Carolina- 
Wake Forest winner 

No. 8 Syracuse vs. No. 9 Virginia 
No. 7 Georgia Tech vs. Notre Dame- 
Pittsburgh winner 

No. 6 Boston College vs. Miami-Clem- 
son winner 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 

Richmond 57, George Washington 49 
Saint Louis 69, George Mason 61 
UMass 72, St. Bonaventure 54 
Davidson 67, La Salle 63 
Fordham 59, St. Joseph’s 36 
Duquesne 70, Rhode Island 53 
At Dayton, Ohio 


No. 4 Saint Louis vs. No. 5 UMass 
No. 2 VCU vs. No. 7 Davidson 
No. 3 Fordham vs. No. 6 Duquesne 
Big Ten Conference 
At Indianapolis 
First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 
No. 12 Wisconsin vs. No. 13 Illinois 
No. 11 Minnesota vs. No. 14 Penn State 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 
No. 8 Michigan State vs. No. 9 Purdue 
No. 5 Rutgers vs. Wisconsin-lllinois 
winner 

No. 7 Michigan vs. No. 10 Nebraska 
No. 6 Ohio State vs. Minnesota-Penn 
State winner 

Horizon League 
First Round 
Tuesday, March 3 
Wright State 83, Illinois-Chicago 47 
Northern Kentucky 94, Detroit Mercy 47 
Cleveland State 84, Youngstown State 48 
Milwaukee 73, Oakland65 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 
Milwaukee at Northern Kentucky 
Cleveland State at Wright State 
Mountain West Conference 
At Las Vegas 
Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 2 
Fresno State 75, Nevada 71 
San Jose State 67, UNLV 48 
Boise State 73, Air Force 50 
Wyoming 64, Utah State 59 
Semifinals 
Tuesday, March 3 
Fresno State 94, San Jose State 64 
Boise State 79, Wyoming 71 
Championship 
Wednesday, March 4 
Fresno State vs. Boise State 
Ohio Valley Conference 
At Evansville, Ind. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 
UT-Martin vs. Murray State 
Belmont vs. Austin Peay 

Thursday, March 5 
Eastern Illinois vs. Jacksonville State 
Southeast Missouri vs. Tennessee Tech 
Pac-12 Conference 
At Las Vegas 
First Round 
Thursday, March 5 
No. 5 Arizona State vs. No. 12 California 
No. 8 Utah vs. No. 9 Washington 
No. 7 Southern Cal vs. No. 10 Colorado 
No. 6 Oregon State vs. No. 11 Washing¬ 
ton State 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 6 

No. 4 Arizona vs. Arizona State-Cali- 
fornia winner 

No. 1 Oregon vs. Utah-Washington 
winner 

No. 2 UCLA vs. Southern Cal-Colorado 
winner 

No. 3 Stanford vs. Oregon State-Wash- 
ington State winner 

Southeastern Conference 
At Greenville, S.C. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 4 

No. 12 Vanderbilt vs. No. 13 Auburn 
No. 11 Missouri vs. No. 14 Mississippi 
Second Round 
Thursday, March 5 
No. 8 Alabama vs. No. 9 Georgia 
No. 5 Arkansas vs. Vanderbilt-Auburn 
winner 

No. 7 LSU vs. No. 10 Florida 
No. 6 Tennessee vs. Missouri-Missis- 
sippi winner 

Quarterfinals 
Friday, March 6 

No. 1 South Carolina vs. Alabama- 
Georgia winner 

No. 4 Texas A&M vs. Arkansas-Vander- 
bilt—Auburn winner 

No. 2 Mississippi State vs. LSU-Florida 
winner 

No. 3 Kentucky vs. Tennessee-Mis- 
souri — Mississippi winner 

Southern Conference 
At Asheville, N.C. 

First Round 
Thursday, March 5 

No. 1 Samford vs. No. 8 Western Carolina 
No. 4 Furman vs. No 5. Wofford 
No. 2 Chattanooga vs. No. 7 Mercer 
No. 3 UNC-Greensboro vs. No. 6 ETSU 

West Coast Conference 
At Las Vegas 


College baseball 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Lafayette at Fairleigh Dickinson, ppd. 
Rutgers at Saint Joseph’s, ppd. 

UMES 5, Delaware 3 

SOUTH 

Alabama 12, South Alabama 2 
Belmont 9, W. Kentucky 7 
Butler 22, St. Francis 4 
Charleston Southern 3, Davidson 1 
Coastal Carolina 15, Charlotte 6 
Coppin St. 6, Georgetown 5 
Florida 7, Florida Atlantic 3 
Florida Gulf Coast 6, Pepperdine 5 
Florida St. 9, Mercer 8 
George Washington 4, William & Mary 2 
Georgia Southern 6, Georgia 3 
Georgia Tech 11, Tennessee Tech 2 
Kennesaw St. 3, Jacksonville St. 0 
Kentucky 12, Cincinnati 4 
Liberty 3, Elon 0 
Louisville 16, Morehead St. 3 
LSU 6, SE Louisiana 3 
Middle Tennessee 7, Lipscomb 6 
Mississippi 6, Memphis 1 
New Orleans 11, Alcorn St. 0 
Nicholls St. 3, Valparaiso 2 
North Carolina 12, UNCG 5 
Old Dominion 17, VMI 2 
Radford 14, Norfolk St. 8 
Samford at Auburn, ppd. 

SC-Upstate 5, The Citadel 3 
South Carolina 3, Furman 1 
Southern 7, Northwestern St. 4 
Tennessee 28, Longwood 2 
UAB 5, Troy 2 
UCF 6, Jacksonville 0 
Vanderbilt 11, Central Arkansas 2 
Virginia 16, Richmond 7 
Virginia Tech at High Point, ccd. 

Wake Forest 9, Sacred Heart 0 
Wichita St. 15, Air Force 4 
Winthrop at Wofford, ppd. 

MIDWEST 

Harris-Stowe at E. Illinois, ccd. 

Illinois 11, Chicago St. 8 
Indiana St. 5, San Diego 1 
Iowa 15, Grand View 2 
N. Dakota St. 5, Minnesota 4 
Northwestern 8, Ill.-Chicago 2 
Saint Louis 11, SlU-Edwardsville 3 
UT Martin at Evansville, ppd. 

W. Michigan 8, Villanova 3 
W. Michigan 8, Villanova 3 
Wright St. 8, Miami (Ohio) 6 
SOUTHWEST 
Arizona 8, Texas 6 

Houston Baptist 14, Prairie View A&M 4 
Illinois St. 8, Arkansas 7 
Incarnate Word 9, Stephen F. Austin 2 
Louisiana Tech 9, Sam Houston St. 3 
Louisiana-Lafayette 11, Rice 2 
Louisiana-Monroe 2, Jackson St. 0 
Missouri St. 11, Oklahoma St. 10 
Oklahoma 4, Dallas Baptist 3 
Oral Roberts 4, Little Rock 3 
Southeast Missouri 5, Arkansas St. 3 
Texas A&M 5, Texas A&M-Corpus 
Christi 4 

Texas St. 12, Baylor 2 
Texas Tech 11, UNLV 2 
Texas-Arlington 6, TCU 4 
Tulane 18, Texas Southern 2 

WEST 

Arizona St. 12, Cal St.-Fullerton 2 
BYU 5, Utah Valley 4 
Fresno St. 5, Seton Hall 4 
Grand Canyon 5, New Mexico 1 
Holy Cross 7, CS Bakersfield 4 
Portland 3, Washington 1 
Sacramento St. 9, Pacific 2 
Saint Mary’s 4, San Jose St. 2 
San Diego St. 7, Long Beach St. 2 
San Francisco 8, Mount St. Mary’s 2 
Santa Clara 8, Cal Poly 5 
Stanford 5, Michigan 4 
UC Irvine 5, Southern Cal 1 
UC Riverside 3, Loyola Marymount 2 
UC Santa Barbara 8, UCLA 5 


First Round 
Thursday, March 5 

No. 8 Santa Clara vs. No. 9 San Fran¬ 
cisco 

No. 7 Saint Mary’s (Cal) vs. No. 10 
Loyola Marymount 


Pro baseball 


Spring Training 

Tuesday’s games 

Washington 5, Baltimore 3 
N.Y. Yankees 9, Boston 1 
St. Louis 6, Houston 3 
Tampa Bay 5, Atlanta 2 
Minnesota 5, Detroit 1 
Miami 6, N.Y. Mets 1 
Texas 6, San Francisco 5 
Oakland 6, Chicago White Sox 5 
L.A. Angels 11, Cleveland 7 
San Diego 9, Milwaukee 0 
Colorado 11, Chicago Cubs 10 
Kansas City 6, Arizona 4 

Wednesday’s games 
Miami (ss) vs. Houston 
Detroit vs. Boston 
Baltimore vs. Miami (ss) 

Pittsburgh (ss) vs. Philadelphia (ss) 
Toronto vs. Tampa Bay 
Atlanta vs. Pittsburgh (ss) 

St. Louis vs. N.Y. Mets 
Colorado vs. Texas 
Chicago Cubs vs. Cincinnati 
Chicago White Sox vs. Milwaukee 
Kansas City vs. San Diego 
Seattle vs. L.A. Angels 
Cleveland vs. Arizona 
Philadelphia (ss) vs. N.Y. Yankees 
San Francisco vs. L.A. Dodgers 

Thursday’s games 
Houston vs. Boston 
N.Y. Mets vs. St. Louis (ss) 

Toronto vs. Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh vs. Tampa Bay 
N.Y. Yankees vs. Detroit 
Arizona vs. Texas (ss) 

Cleveland vs. San Francisco 
Texas (ss) vs. Chicago Cubs 
Colorado (ss) vs. Chicago White Sox 
L.A. Dodgers vs. Oakland 
Milwaukee vs. Cincinnati 
Minnesota vs. Baltimore 
San Diego vs. Seattle 
Kansas City vs. Colorado (ss) 

St. Louis (ss) vs. Washington 
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Two much talent: 
LeBron, Davis lead 
Lakers past 76ers 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Shortly be¬ 
fore halftime, 6-foot-10 Anthony 
Davis coolly dropped a crossover 
dribble and a Eurostep layup on 
the 76ers. 

And then shortly after half¬ 
time, 35-year-old LeBron James 
walked the ball upcourt and casu¬ 
ally drilled a three-pointer from 
the “R” inside the Lakers’ half¬ 
court logo. 

The superstar duo had another 
full night of doing things that 
blow people’s minds. 

Against an undermanned but 
lively Sixers lineup, Los Angeles 
needed most of that magic to win 
again. 

Davis scored 18 of his 37 points 
during a phenomenal second- 
quarter surge, and the Lakers 
held off injury-depleted Philadel¬ 
phia 120-107 on Tuesday night. 

James had 22 points, 14 assists 
and seven rebounds for Los An¬ 
geles, which moved to 47-13 with 
its ninth win in 10 games. His 40- 
footer was a stylish flourish on 
an entertaining all-around game 
from the Lakers’ two All-Stars, 
and it came at the end of a 44-10 
run in roughly 10 minutes span¬ 
ning halftime. 

“That was a great stretch for 
our team, for our season,” Los An¬ 
geles coach Frank Vogel said. “To 
see us be able to take over a game 
like that was a positive sign.” 

James and Davis had to carry 
their team past the Sixers, who 
played without injured starters 
Joel Embiid, Ben Simmons and 
Josh Richardson. To James, the 
Lakers can learn from their slow 
start and big surge as they pre¬ 
pare to make a run at a champi¬ 
onship in several weeks. 

“We’ve lost to teams that were 
missing starters this year, but 
everyone here is an NBA player,” 
James said. “We all got here for 
a reason, so you don’t ever disre¬ 
spect that. You don’t ever disre¬ 
spect the game. They’re a very 
good team no matter what.” 

Davis hit four three-pointers 
while grabbing 13 rebounds and 
going 13-for-19 from the field, 
with no basket prettier than his 
crossover to ditch A1 Horford. 
He made all seven of his shots in 
the second quarter while Los An¬ 
geles played some of its prettiest 
basketball of the year. 

“I started off really slow and 
missed some shots that were 
wide-open,” Davis said. “I was 
just trying to figure out how I 
could get myself going. Once one 
of us got it going, it got contagious 
until all of us got going.” 

Glenn Robinson III matched 
his career high with 25 points and 
Tobias Harris had 18 for Philadel¬ 
phia, which has lost nine consecu- 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 


Los Angeles Lakers forward 
Anthony Davis, right, shoots 
over Philadelphia 76ers forward 
Al Horford. Davis had 37 points, 
including four three-pointers, as 
his team won 120-107 Tuesday 
in Los Angeles. 

tive road games since Jan. 20. 

The Sixers lost twice at Staples 
Center to start their four-game 
California road trip despite this 
persistent effort against the pow¬ 
erhouse Lakers. 

Philly’s role players and back¬ 
ups got off to an impressive start, 
taking an early 13-point lead. 
That’s when Davis took control 
with a dazzling quarter that in¬ 
cluded three three-pointers. Los 
Angeles made 17 of its 19 shots at 
one point. 

“Obviously we played two real¬ 
ly good teams here,” Harris said. 
“I felt like we had a good start, 
and then that second quarter hurt 
us. I think where the game really 
slipped was they picked up their 
defensive intensity, and from 
there it rushed us.” 

Tip-ins 

76ers: Richardson is in the 
NBA’s concussion protocol after 
colliding with teammate Alec 
Burks in Sunday’s loss to the Clip¬ 
pers. ... Embiid missed his third 
straight game with a sprained left 
shoulder. ... Simmons missed his 
fifth straight game with a lower 
back injury. 

Lakers: Alex Caruso missed his 
second straight game with a sore 
right hamstring. ... Los Angeles 
plays its next six games at Staples 
Center. ... Davis played despite a 
sore right knee that kept him out 
of LA’s last game.... Dwight How¬ 
ard had 11 points without missing 
a shot at the line or in the field. 



Mary Schwalm/AP 

Brooklyn Nets guard Caris LeVert (22), driving to the basket against Boston Celtics forward Daniel 
Theis, had a career-high 51 points in the Nets’ 129-120 overtime win Tuesday in Boston. 


Roundup 


Scoreboard 


LeVert’s career game 
lifts Nets in overtime 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — Caris LeVert 
scored 37 of his career-high 51 
points in the fourth quarter and 
overtime to help the Brooklyn 
Nets erase a 21-point, second-half 
deficit and beat the Boston Celt¬ 
ics 129-120 on Tuesday night. 

It was a stunning end to a four- 
game losing streak for Brooklyn, 
which is trying to hold onto the 
final playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference. Boston has lost two 
straight. 

LeVert had all of Brooklyn’s 11 
points in the extra period, finish¬ 
ing just three points shy of the 
Nets’ season high for a player. 
He sent the game to extra frame, 
getting fouled on a three-point at¬ 
tempt by Marcus Smart and con¬ 
necting on all of his free throws 
with 0.2 seconds left. 

Spurs 104, Hornets 103: De- 
jounte Murray scored 21 points 
and visiting San Antonio gave 
Tim Duncan his first victory as 
an acting head coach. 

Spurs longtime coach Gregg 
Popovich missed the game while 
dealing with “personal business,” 
according to the team. Popovich 
is expected to return to the bench 
for Friday night’s game against 
the Brooklyn Nets. 

The team would not say if Popo¬ 
vich made the trip to Charlotte. 

Timberwolves 139, Pelicans 
134: Malik Beasley scored 28 
points, D’Angelo Russell scored 
14 of his 23 points in the second 
half, and Minnesota won at New 
Orleans. 

Zion Williamson scored 25 
points and Jrue Holiday had 27 
points, 12 assists and 10 rebounds 
for the Pelicans, who dropped 
their second straight at home 
and fell four games behind Mem¬ 


phis for the Western Conference’s 
final playoff spot. 

Clippers 109, Thunder 94: 

Kawhi Leonard scored 25 points 
to help Los Angeles win at Okla¬ 
homa City. 

Montrezl Harrell and former 
Thunder player Paul George 
each added 16 points for the Clip¬ 
pers, who won their fifth straight. 
George received a warm reception 
from the home fans. The Thunder 
traded him last summer. 

Dennis Schroder scored 24 
points and former Clippers Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander and Danilo 
Gallinari scored 15 for Okla¬ 
homa City, which lost its second 
straight. 

Warriors 116, Nuggets 100: 

Eric Paschall scored nine of his 
22 points in the fourth quarter, 
Andrew Wiggins turned in a dou¬ 
ble-double and visiting Golden 
State rallied to stun Denver. 

A 16-point underdog, the War¬ 
riors were down 77-65 with 5:08 
left in the third quarter. They went 
on a 43-15 run to take control. 

Raptors 123, Suns 114: Pas¬ 
cal Siakam scored 33 points, Kyle 
Lowry added 28 and visiting To¬ 
ronto rallied in the second half to 
snap a three-game losing streak. 

Norman Powell added 26 
points while Chris Boucher gave 
the Raptors crucial production 
off the bench, finishing with 19 
points and 15 rebounds. 

Kings 133, Wizards 126: 
De’Aaron Fox scored 31 points 
and host Sacramento held on 
after blowing a 28-point lead to 
beat Washington. 

Bogdan Bogdanovic finished 
with 21 points and Buddy Hield 
scored 17. The Kings had seven 
players in double figures. They 
won despite being held to 19 
points in the third quarter. 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 
Boston 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 

Charlotte 

Atlanta 


x-Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

43 18 .705 - 

41 19 .683 1V4 

37 25 .597 6V4 


Southeast Division 


22 .639 - 

34 .443 12 

38 .367 16V4 

40 .344 18 

44 .302 21 


24 .607 15 

40 .344 31 
42 .323 3214 

44 .279 35 


Western Conference 


Houston 
Dallas 
Memphis 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 


Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

39 21 .650 - 


Denver 
Utah 
Oklahoma City 
Portland 
Minnesota 


Northwest Division 


31 .492 914 

34 .433 13 

35 .426 1314 


18 


20 .672 - 

22 .633 2V4 

24 .607 4 

" .435 1414 

.300 2214 


Pacific Division 

L.A. Lakers 47 13 .783 - 

L.A. Clippers 42 19 .689 514 

Sacramento 27 34 .443 2014 

Phoenix 24 38 .387 24 

Golden State 14 48 .226 34 

Monday’s games 
Utah 126, Cleveland 113 
Portland 130, Orlando 107 
New York 125, Houston 123 
Miami 105, Milwaukee 89 
Memphis 127, Atlanta 88 
Chicago 109, Dallas 107 
Indiana 116, San Antonio 111 
Tuesday’s games 
San Antonio 104, Charlotte 103 
Brooklyn 129, Boston 120, OT 
Minnesota 139, New Orleans 134 
L.A. Clippers 109, Oklahoma City 94 
Golden State 116, Denver 100 
Toronto 123, Phoenix 114 
Sacramento 133, Washington 126 
L.A. Lakers 120, Philadelphia 107 
Wednesday’s games 
Boston at Cleveland 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Oklahoma City at Detroit 
Memphis at Brooklyn 
Orlando at Miami 
Utah at New York 
Chicago at Minnesota 
New Orleans at Dallas 
Washington at Portland 

Thursday's games 
Denver at Charlotte 
L.A. Clippers at Houston 
Philadelphia at Sacramento 
Toronto at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Washington 
Oklahoma City at New York 
San Antonio at Brooklyn 
Indiana at Chicago 
Miami at New Orleans 
Orlando at Minnesota 
Utah at Boston 
Memphis at Dallas 
Portland at Phoenix 
Milwaukee at L.A. Lakers 
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Chris O'Meara/AP 


Boston Bruins left wing Brad Marchand, right, scores past Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, left, during the Bruins’ 2-1 win Tuesday in Tampa, Fla. 


Bruins top Lightning, 
broaden division lead 


By Erik Erlendsson 

Associated. Press 

TAMPA, Fla. — Brad March¬ 
and and the NHL-leading Boston 
Bruins took a big stride toward 
winning the Atlantic Division 
with a 2-1 victory against the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Marchand and Jake DeBrusk 
scored for the Bruins, who 
opened a nine-point cushion over 
the second-place Lightning with 
15 games remaining. Marchand, 
who has points in 10 consecutive 
games, played a season-low 14:36 
after a bout with food poisoning 
in the morning. 

Tukka Rask made 20 saves 
for Boston, which has won three 
straight and eight of 10, allowing 
one goal in the past two games. 

“The further the season goes 
and as you get into the playoffs, 
you’re going to need that solid 
team defense,” Rask said. “In the 
playoffs you’re not going to win 6- 
5 or 5-4, it’s going to be tight-scor¬ 
ing games. I think we’ve gotten 
used to that this year.” 

Mitchell Stephens scored for 
Tampa Bay, which has lost five of 
the past six in regulation. Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 33 shots. 

“They play hard, they play a 
really good defensive game and 
that’s why they are one of the top 
teams in the league,” Stephens 
said. “We have a good team in 
this locker room and we just need 
to regroup.” 

The Bruins took advantage 
of an icing call to grab the lead 
late in the first period as Boston 
coach Bruce Cassidy was able to 
get his top line out against the 
Lightning’s fourth line. Patrice 
Bergeron won the faceoff from 
Cedric Paquette and 18 seconds 
later Torey Krug found March¬ 


and cutting through the left circle 
with a step on Mikhail Sergachev. 
Marchand had the puck go off his 
skate and past Vasilevskiy with 
54.7 seconds left in the period. 

“That’s the exact play we 
wanted,” Krug said. “I wanted 
that puck to land on his stick and 
luckily it hit his skate. It was good 
movement overall.” 

Tampa Bay thought it tied the 
game at 5:21 of the second on 
Yanni Gourde’s one-timer, but 
Cassidy challenged for offside. 
The replay showed Tyler Johnson 
was a fraction ahead of the play, 
and the goal was overturned. 

Boston took a two-goal lead 4:34 
later as Gourde sent a pass back 
to the point that was deflected out 
of the zone. DeBrusk shook off 
Zach Bogosian’s swipe check that 
tripped him up before regaining 
his balance and finishing off the 
play for his 19th goal of the sea¬ 
son, first since Feb. 8. 

“Anytime it goes in the net it’s 
always a nice feeling,” DeBrusk 
said. “I haven’t seen that in a 
while. It was nice, the play over¬ 
all. That’s what I want to be... use 
my speed and effort. It’s just nice 
to contribute at that time.” 

The Lightning cut into the lead 
with 2:32 left in the second. Ste¬ 
phens was parked on top of the 
crease to clear a path for Johnson 
before wheeling around and fir¬ 
ing a rebound past Rask for his 
third of the season. 

Rask kept the Bruins in front, 
denying Anthony Cirelli on a 
breakaway at 5:06 of the third. It 
was one of 22 shot attempts in the 
period, though only seven were 
on goal. 

“We got a little more aggres¬ 
sive in our game, we changed our 
attitude, shot the puck a little bit 
more,” Tampa Bay defenseman 
Victor Hedman said. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Boston 

Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Florida 

Montreal 

Buffalo 

Ottawa 

Detroit 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

13 12 96 220 168 

5 87 231 11" 


66 41 __ 

67 35 24 
66 33 26 

68 31 " 
66 29 


78 235 223 
73 224 224 
71 209 209 
66 189 208 


67 23 32 12 58 181 231 


68 15 


5 35 136 257 


Metropolitan Division 

Washington 65 40 19 6 86 226 199 

Philadelphia 65 38 20 7 83 220 190 

Pittsburgh 65 38 21 6 82 211 181 

N.Y. Islanders 65 35 22 8 78 183 181 

Columbus 67 32 21 14 78 175 179 

Carolina 64 35 24 5 75 207 183 

N.Y. Rangers 66 35 27 4 74 218 206 

New Jersey 66 26 28 12 64 177 219 

Western Conference 

Central Division 


St. Louis 

Colorado 

Dallas 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Nashville 

Chicago 

Vegas 

Edmonton 

Calgary 

Vancouver 

Arizona 

San Jose 

Anaheim 


GP W L OT 

67 40 17 10 

65 40 18 7 

66 37 21 8 

68 34 28 6 

66 33 26 7 

66 32 26 8 

66 30 28 8 

Pacific Division 
68 37 23 8 

67 36 23 8 


Pts GF GA 

90 216 185 
87 223 173 
82 178 170 

74 204 199 

73 209 207 
72 208 215 
68 201 209 

82 219 202 
80 214 205 

75 201 206 

74 214 204 
72 187 178 
62 174 211 
60 170 211 
56 164 206 


67 32 27 8 

66 29 33 4 

_ 66 26 32 8 

Los Angeles 66 25 35 6 

Note: Two points for a win,_,_ 

for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s games 
Colorado 2, Detroit 1 
Edmonton 8, Nashville 3 

Tuesday’s games 
St. Louis 3, N.Y. Rangers 1 
Montreal 6, N.Y. Islanders 2 
Pittsburgh 7, Ottawa 3 
Boston 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Winnipeg 3, Buffalo 1 
Minnesota 3, Nashville 1 
Chicago 6, Anaheim 2 
Edmonton 2, Dallas 1, OT 
Vegas 3, New Jersey 0 
San Jose 5, Toronto 2 

Wednesday’s games 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Columbus at Calgary 
Anaheim at Colorado 
Arizona at Vancouver 

Thursday’s games 
Boston at Florida 
Carolina at Philadelphia 
Montreal at Tampa Bay 
Pittsburgh at Buffalo 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
N.Y. Islanders at Ottawa 
Dallas at Nashville 
Edmonton at Chicago 
Minnesota at San Jose 
Toronto at Los Angeles 

Friday’s games 
St. Louis at New Jersey 
Chicago at Detroit 
Vegas at Winnipeg 
Arizona at Calgary 
Colorado at Vancouver 
Toronto at Anaheim 


Roundup 

Pens rout Senators 
to halt skid, Crosby 
earns 800 th assist 


Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — Sidney Cros¬ 
by scored and collected his 800th 
career assist as the Pittsburgh 
Penguins ended a six-game los¬ 
ing streak with a 7-3 win over Ot¬ 
tawa on Tuesday night. 

Crosby became the 32nd player 
in NHL history to reach the 800- 
assist plateau when he earned the 
secondary assist on Jason Zuck- 
er’s goal 36 seconds into the third 
period that put the Penguins up 5- 
1. The 32-year-old Crosby needed 
just 980 games to get to 800, the 
sixth-fastest ever. 

Bryan Rust collected his third 
career hat trick for the Penguins, 
who tied a season high in goals. 

Blackhawks 6, Ducks 2: 
Dylan Strome, Alex Nylander 
and Patrick Kane scored on con¬ 
secutive shots late in the second 
period, leading host Chicago past 
Anaheim. 

Strome scored twice and added 
an assist in the rout. The Black- 
hawks won their third straight 
game while chasing a wild-card 
playoff spot in the Western Con¬ 
ference. Drake Caggiula and 
David Kampf also scored for 
Chicago. 

Danton Heinen and Carter 
Rowney scored for Anaheim, 
which lost for the sixth time in 
eight games (2-5-1). 

Blues 3, Rangers 1: Brayden 
Schenn scored the tiebreaking 
goal midway through the third 
period and Jordan Binnington 
made 25 saves as St. Louis won 
at New York for its eighth straight 
victory. 

Schenn scored for the fifth con¬ 
secutive game when his wrap¬ 
around banked off the skate of 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev at 
9:56. Jaden Schwartz and defen¬ 
seman Colton Parayko each had a 


goal and had assists on Schenn’s 
25th of the season. 

Mika Zibanejad scored for the 
Rangers, who lost their third 
straight. 

Canadiens 6, Islanders 2: 

Brendan Gallagher had a goal 
and an assist in a three-goal first 
period, and Montreal went on to 
win at New York. 

Joel Armia also had a goal and 
an assist, and Jeff Petry, Charles 
Hudon, Paul Byron and Jordan 
Weal also scored for the Cana¬ 
diens, and Phillip Danault had 
two assists. Carey Price stopped 
20 shots to improve to 14-6-4 
against the Islanders. 

Jets 3, Sabres 1: Forward 
Kyle Connor had two goals and an 
assist to lead host Winnipeg over 
Buffalo. 

Connor scored on the power 
play and at even strength, and he 
set up a short-handed goal. 

Defenseman Tucker Poolman 
also scored for the Jets. 

Wild 3, Predators 1: Kevin 
Fiala scored for the fifth straight 
game, this time against his for¬ 
mer team, and host Minnesota 
passed Nashville in the Western 
Conference playoff race. 

Oilers 2, Stars 1 (OT): Alex 
Chiasson scored a power-play 
goal 1:08 into overtime, Mikko 
Koskinen stopped 42 shots and 
Edmonton won at Dallas. 

Golden Knights 3, Devils 0: 
William Karlsson scored his 
100th career goal, Robin Lehner 
stopped 27 shots in his 300th ca¬ 
reer game and host Vegas beat 
New Jersey. 

Sharks 5, Maple Leafs 2: 

Evander Kane scored two goals 
to give host San Jose its first 
three-game winning streak since 
November with a victory over 
Toronto. 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


Pittsburgh Penguins center Sidney Crosby gets up after getting hit 
with a high stick by Ottawa Senators center Chris Tierney. Crosby 
had his 800th assist in his team’s 7-3 win Tuesday in Pittsburgh. 















Page 20 


mmnmfoim 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, March 5,2020 


MLB 


Carrasco 
ready for 
new start 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco fields a grounder during spring 
training workouts in Avondale, Ariz. Carrasco made his first start Tuesday for the 
Indians since last May — before he was diagnosed with chronic myeloid leukemia. 


By Jack Thompson 

Associated Press 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. 
n the midst of the spring training 
grind, the Angels-Indians game 
Tuesday provided an inspirational 
moment. 

Carlos Carrasco made his first start for 
Cleveland since last May — before he was 
diagnosed with chronic 
myeloid leukemia. He 
missed three months 
while undergoing 
treatment, but made 
good on his promise 
to return before the 
end of last season and 
pitched 15 innings in 
relief in September. 

“It was emotional, 
just getting to this 
point. I feel happy,” 
Carrasco said after 
pitching two innings 
in Arizona. “I think 
everything’s come out 
pretty good, I’m really 
excited to start again.” 
Carrasco He wasn > t the only 

Indians pitcher one w h 0 wa s happy 
who was treated about it. 

for chronic “Awesome. Special,” 
myeloid sa j(j i n di ans shortstop 
leukemia last Francisco Lindor. “It’s 
season a blessing to have him 
on the field.” 

“He’s been pitching for a long time 
and he knows what he needs to do to get 
ready,” said Sandy Leon, who caught him 
on Tuesday. 

Carrasco allowed three hits and two runs 
against a Los Angeles lineup highlighted 
by Mike Trout, but Carrasco threw mostly 
strikes and used all his pitches. His Cactus 
League debut was delayed a few days due 
to a strained right hip flexor but he report¬ 
ed no difficulties with that Tuesday. 


“I actually thought he was pretty good,” 
manager Terry Francona said. 

Carrasco finished 2019 on a high note by 
just being able to pitch again. But his 6-7 
record and 5.29 ERA, mostly before being 
sidelined, reflected the fatigue he felt be¬ 
fore his diagnosis. 

That’s far in the past, especially after 
going out on the mound again. 

“I feel great. Really strong. That’s what 
I’m looking forward to the rest of the sea¬ 
son,” Carrasco said. 

Francona said before the game that 
Carrasco looks normal to him. “The hope 
would be that we could treat him like Car¬ 
los Carrasco and not have to worry about 
other things. That’s the goal. His goal and 
our goal,” he said. 

In his return to action last year, Carras¬ 
co was greeted with a standing ovation, 


from fans and players alike, in a road game 
against the Tampa Bay Rays. 

“Everybody cares about him,” Francona 
said. “We’d just like to see him put it all to¬ 
gether because we think what’s in there, he 
can be a pretty special pitcher.” 

Carrasco was a reliable rotation pitcher 
for Cleveland before being sidelined last 
season. He averaged 15 wins and 180 in¬ 
nings per season with a 3.40 ERA from 
2015 to 2018 

“That’s what I want. That’s what I’ve 
been working for. This is a new year. Just 
trying to bring back 2016, ’17, T8,” he 
said. 

While a spring start was nice, pitching 
again in Cleveland is what Carrasco is re¬ 
ally looking forward to doing. 

“It’s going to be unbelievable,” he said. 
“I can’t wait for that.” 


■ I feel 
great. 
Really 
strong. 
That’s 
what I’m 
looking 
forward to 
the rest 
of the 
season.* 


Built: White Sox have history with Cuban players 


FROM BACK PAGE 

big league pitching and things of that na¬ 
ture are going to be a big part of it. But 
his skill set is fantastic.” 

Robert was pursued by a couple of 
teams when he was a free agent coming 
out of Cuba in 2017, but he opted for a 
minor league contract with Chicago that 
included a $26 million signing bonus. The 
White Sox have a long history of success¬ 
ful Cuban players, helping their courtship 
of the outfielder. 

After Robert broke out last year, batting 
.328 with 32 homers, 92 RBIs and 36 steals 
over three minor league stops, the White 
Sox rewarded him with a $50 million, six- 
year deal — before his big league debut. 

“I already had a big contract when I 
signed with this organization,” Robert said 
through a translator. “This one, it didn’t af¬ 
fect me at all. I mean it didn’t change my 
goal or my mindset, because I knew that 
this year I was going to have a chance to 


play in the majors. I didn’t know when, but 
I was for sure going to have the chance to 
play in the majors this year.” 

But the contract erased any messy ques¬ 
tions about service time and free agency, 
clearing the way for Robert to take over in 
center field as soon as opening day. 

The White Sox are doing whatever they 
can to make Robert’s transition to the ma¬ 
jors as easy as possible. His locker neigh¬ 
bors at spring training are countrymen 
Jose Abreu and Yoan Moncada, and Eloy 
Jimenez — another young Latin outfielder 
— is situated near the trio. 

Abreu helps look after the 22-year-old 
Robert, and Moncada and Jimenez know 
exactly what he is going through after re¬ 
cently making the transition from top pros¬ 
pect to major league regular themselves. 

“It’s going to help me a lot because they 
already passed through this experience,” 
Robert said. “Eloy did it last year, Monca¬ 
da did it a couple of years ago, and they 


know the challenges that I’m going to face 
and when I hit a wall, they’re going to be 
there for me to let me know what I need to 
do in order to get over that tough wall and 
keep going.” 

Playing ball might be the easiest part 
for Robert, who reached twice, stole a base 
and scored during Chicago’s 6-5 exhibition 
loss to Oakland on Tuesday. 

“I don’t think that I need to work on 
something specifically,” he said. “I just 
need to take full advantage of my tools.” 

The White Sox know there are going to 
be ups and downs with Robert, especially 
after going through some growing pains 
with Moncada and Jimenez. But they think 
Robert also is on his way to stardom — and 
dreaming about a more finished product. 

“You know he’s still young, so wait until 
he really gets it,” Anderson said. “When he 
really gets it — he’s dangerous now, don’t 
get me wrong — so when he really gets it, 
he’s going to be really dangerous.” 


Sale has MRI on sore elbow 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — Boston Red 
Sox starter Chris Sale has soreness in his 
throwing elbow and has undergone an 
MRI, the team announced two days after 
the 30-year-old left-hander faced batters 
for the first time this spring. 

Manager Ron Roenicke said Sale felt the 
soreness in his elbow Monday morning, the 
day after his 18-pitch batting practice ses¬ 
sion. Team doctors reviewed the MRI re¬ 
sults and sent them to Dr. James Andrews. 

“Obviously we’re concerned about it,” 
Roenicke said Tuesday. 

Sale’s batting practice session Sunday 
was the first time he faced hitters since he 
gave up five runs over 6% innings in a win 
at Cleveland on Aug. 13. He went on the in¬ 
jured list with elbow inflammation, finish¬ 
ing 6-11 with a 4.40 ERA in 25 starts — his 
fewest wins and starts and highest ERA in 
a full season since 2012. 

Sale avoided surgery on his elbow, re¬ 
ceiving platelet-rich plasma injections in 
the fall instead. 

“There’s some concern, knowing how 
his 2019 went and knowing how important 
he is to us,” chief baseball officer Chaim 
Bloom said. “But we also know that in the 
course of building up, when you do hit these 
milestones, sometimes you can get sore. 

“He hasn’t faced hitters in a long time,” 
Bloom said. “Everything has gone so well 
to this point. This is our first bump in the 
road. Hopefully it’s just a bump in the 
road, but you can’t help but be somewhat 
concerned.” 

Verlander: No groin tightness 

JUPITER, Fla. — As far as Houston ace 
Justin Verlander is concerned, the groin 
tightness that has bothered him much of 
the spring is done with. 

The reigning American League Cy 
Young Award winner made his spring 
debut Tuesday, surrendering three runs, 
two earned, during 2 % innings of a 6-3 loss 
against St. Louis. 

“I think after today I can start to forget 
about wondering about my groin and just 
go about my routine and just worry about 
getting my pitch shape and deception 
where I want it,” Verlander said. 

The groin issue prompted Verlander to 
throw a controlled two-inning live bullpen 
session last week in place of his scheduled 
start. 

Slated to throw in the neighborhood of 
50 pitches on Tuesday, Verlander threw 53, 
hitting 97 mph on the scoreboard radar. 

Miller loses feeling for pitches 

JUPITER, Fla. — Andrew Miller has 
lost control, and neither he nor the Cardi¬ 
nals know why. 

The two-time All-Star and 2016 ALCS 
MVP with Cleveland will be sidelined for 
an undetermined amount of time as he 
tries to regain the feel for his pitches. 

“The sensation I have throwing a base¬ 
ball now just isn’t consistent with what it is 
when I know I’m good,” Miller said. 

Miller struggles to describe the feeling 
he experiences when releasing the ball. It’s 
not pain. There’s no burning or tingling. It 
simply doesn’t feel right. 

Scheduled to pitch in relief on Monday, 
Miller cut short his warmup after several 
tosses badly missed their target. 

“I wasn’t worried about hurting my¬ 
self,” Miller said. “The stuff that’s been 
bothering me and I’ve been trying to work 
through, it just wasn’t getting better.” 

That outing followed a wild Grapefruit 
League debut Friday during which Miller 
allowed one run in one inning while hitting 
two batters, including Tim Tebow. 

Miller said the issue dates back to last 
season, his first with St. Louis, and con¬ 
tributed to his disappointing 5-6 record 
and 4.45 ERA. 

— Associated Press 
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OLYMPICS/NFL _ 

IOC unwavering on Games starting in July 



Jean-Christophe Bott, Keystone/AP 


IOC president Thomas Bach speaks during a press conference 
after the executive board meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland, on 
Wednesday. Bach said the IOC has no intention of delaying the start 
of the Tokyo Olympics, which is set for July 24. 

The IOC also disregarded a 


By Graham Dunbar 

Associated Press 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
— Despite worldwide concern 
and speculation about whether 
the fast-spreading virus outbreak 
will affect the Tokyo Olympics, 
the IOC’s leadership is not joining 
in the debate. 

“Neither the word cancellation 
nor the word postponement was 
even mentioned,” International 
Olympic Committee president 
Thomas Bach told a news confer¬ 
ence Wednesday about the second 
day of executive board meeting in 
Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Bach sought to project calm 
assurance after holding a confer¬ 
ence call with local organizers. In 
Tokyo, officials then briefed local 
media, some of whom wore pro¬ 
tective masks. 

Asked how he could be so confi¬ 
dent the July 24-Aug. 9 Olympics 
will go ahead as scheduled, Bach 
replied: “Because we talk to the 
experts.” 

“We are a sports organiza¬ 
tion and we follow the advice of 
the World Health Organization,” 
Bach said, referring to the Unit¬ 
ed Nations agency based around 
60 kilometers (40 miles) away in 
Geneva. 

The coronoavirus that emerged 
in China late last year had infect¬ 
ed more than 94,000 people glob¬ 
ally by Wednesday and caused 
at last 3,190 deaths. Serious out¬ 
breaks have been experienced in 
Iran and Italy. 

There have been 12 deaths in 
Japan, which has closed schools, 
called off mass gatherings, and 
canceled several Olympic test 
events. Preseason baseball in 
being played in empty stadiums, 
the soccer J-League is suspend¬ 
ed until at least March 18, and a 
mqjor spring sumo tournament 
won’t allow fans. 

Federal authorities in the IOC’s 
home country Switzerland, which 
shares a border with Italy, have 
banned public gatherings of 1,000 
people until mid-March to help 
contain the virus spreading. 

Around 100 people were in a 
conference room at IOC head¬ 
quarters to hear Bach use broadly 
similar answers to bat away virus 
questions from different angles. 


“I will not add fuel to the flame 
of speculation,” Bach said when 
asked about deadline for deciding 
whether to postpone the Tokyo 
Games. 

Asked if the WHO declaring 
a pandemic would change the 
IOC’s position, Bach said: “I will 
not take part in any way of such 
kind of mere speculations.” 

Bach said he took confidence 
from having met the WHO’s di¬ 
rector general and other leading 
officials last Friday. A task force 
of officials from the WHO, IOC 
and Japanese sports and public 
officials has also been working 
together for around three weeks. 

The virus has affected quali¬ 
fying competitions for many of 
the 33 sports on Tokyo’s medal 
program, with some postponed, 
venues changed, and travel is¬ 
sues for athletes from China and 
elsewhere. 

“This is challenging, yes,” 
Bach acknowledged, “but I must 
also say I’m pretty proud of the 
Olympic movement, for the great 
solidarity and flexibility every¬ 
body has shown so far.” 


statement by Japanese Olympic 
Minister Seiko Hashimoto when 
she suggested in Parliament on 
Tuesday that the Tokyo Games 
could be postponed by a few 
months from the planned July 24 
opening. 

The IOC has said repeatedly the 
Olympics will open as planned in 
just under five months. 

“We are going to have the 
games on the 24th of July,” IOC 
spokesman Mark Adams said at 
a briefing. 

The 81-page “Home City Con¬ 
tract” signed in 2013 by the 
IOC, the city of Tokyo, and the 
Japanese Olympic Committee, 
gives the IOC wide latitude to 
terminate. 

Reading from a prepared text 
on Tuesday, Hashimoto said: 
“The IOC has the right to cancel 
the Games only if they are not 
held during 2020. This can be in¬ 
terpreted to mean the Games can 
be postponed as long as they are 
held during the calendar year.” 

Under a section titled “Ter¬ 


to terminate for many reasons: 
state of war, civil disorder, boy¬ 
cott, and others. It also says the 
IOC can terminate if it has “rea¬ 
sonable grounds to believe, in its 
sole discretion, that the safety 
of participants in the Games 
would be seriously threatened 
or jeopardized for any reason 
whatsoever.” 

The same section says the IOC 
can terminate if “the Games are 
not celebrated during the year 
2020.” The contract says the 
IOC has to give local organizers, 
the city, and the national Olym¬ 
pic committee 60 days notice to 
terminate. 

The section also says the city, 
local organizers, and the nation¬ 
al Olympic committee “waive 
any claim and right to any form 
of indemnity, damages or other 
compensation." 

The modern Olympics have 
been canceled only three times, 
all during wartime. 

Dr. Ali Khan, the dean of the 
College of Public Health at the 
University of Nebraska, in an 
email to AP said the virus out¬ 
break “is a fluid and evolving sit¬ 
uation, which makes predictions 
especially foolhardy. However, it 
is hard to imagine the outbreak 
will be fully resolved by the end 
of May.” 

Two former IOC vice presi¬ 
dents, Richard Pound of Canada 
and Kevan Gosper of Australia, 
have suggested a decision about 
Tokyo must be made by late May. 
That would leave two months to 
line up more than 15,000 Olym¬ 
pic and Paralympic athletes, or¬ 
ganize catering and television 
broadcasts — not to mention 
the fate of thousands of tourists, 
hotel reservations, flights, and ad 
campaigns. 

Tokyo has also suspended 
training until at least May for 
80,000 unpaid volunteers. 

“From what we know from 
numerous other mass-gathering 
events including sporting events, 
it is very easy to spread diseases 
worldwide from such events from 
meningitis to Zika,” Dr. Khan 
said. “Besides welcoming ath¬ 
letes and spectators with their 
tiny microbes, there is and may 
be ongoing disease in Japan.” 


Advice on transgender 
athletes won’t come 
until after Tokyo Games 

Associated Press 

LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
— The IOC will wait until after 
the Tokyo Olympics to publish 
new guidelines on transgender 
athletes that are meant to protect 
inclusivity, safety and fairness in 
sport. 

The International Olympic 
Committee had hoped to finish 
complex consultations ahead of 
this year’s Tokyo Games, where 
at least three transgender fe¬ 
males could be among the 11,000 
athletes. But it decided to wait in 
order to avoid disrupting qualify¬ 
ing events. 

The IOC’s medical and scien¬ 
tific director, Richard Budgett, 
said Wednesday that changing 
the policy so close to Tokyo would 
not be “ethically or legally fair.” 

Transgender women who could 
compete at Tokyo include BMX 
freestyle rider Chelsea Wolfe of 
the United States, Brazilian vol¬ 
leyball player Tifanny Abreu, 
and weightlifter Laurel Hubbard 
of New Zealand. 

The IOC-led talks are separate 
from Caster Semenya’s legal case 
in Switzerland that challenges 
track and field’s rules on natu¬ 
rally high testosterone in female 
runners with “differences in sex 
development (DSD).” 

The 800-meter champion from 
South Africa could get a ruling 
within weeks in an appeal case at 
the Swiss supreme court. 

Budgett said the IOC listened to 
hundreds of athletes, doctors and 
human rights experts for input on 
guidelines that will help individu¬ 
al sports governing bodies decide 
their own rules. 

“Somehow we have got to find 
a fair balance,” he said, between 
the views of transgender athletes 
who have faced harassment and 
those who argue it is unfair to 
allow women who transitioned to 
compete with physical advantag¬ 
es from being born male. 


mination,” the IOC has the right 


* Neither the word cancellation nor the 
word postponement was even mentioned, f 

Thomas Bach 

IOC president 


AP source: Broncos to acquire Jaguars corner Bouye 


By Arnie Stapleton 

Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — A person with 
knowledge of the deal tells The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Denver Broncos have 
agreed to acquire cornerback A.J. Bouye 
from the Jacksonville Jaguars for a fourth- 
round pick in the upcoming draft. 

The person spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the deal can’t be pro¬ 
cessed and the teams cannot comment on 
it until the NFL’s new league year begins 
March 18. 

The fourth-round pick in the deal is the 
one the Broncos acquired from the San 
Francisco 49ers at the trade deadline last 


season for wide receiver Emmanuel Sand¬ 
ers, who helped his new team reach the 
Super Bowl. 

Bouye, who is due $13 million each of 
the next two seasons, has 14 interceptions 
in seven NFL seasons in Houston and 
Jacksonville. He made his only Pro Bowl 
in 2017. 

His acquisition could complicate Chris 
Harris Jr.’s future. Harris, who served 
as a mentor to Bouye early in his career 
when they shared the same agent, is set to 
become an unrestricted free agent in two 
weeks. 

Harris tweeted his congratulations to 
Bouye and Chiefs D-back Tyrann Mathieu 
then tweeted a message to Harris imag¬ 


ining them playing in the same defensive 
backfield in Kansas City. 

Trading Bouye creates another hole for 
Jacksonville to fill heading into free agen¬ 
cy and the draft. The Jaguars traded star 
cornerback Jalen Ramsey last October and 
now will have a revamped defensive back- 
field that includes four players younger 
than 26 years old: cornerbacks Tre Hern¬ 
don and Parry Nickerson and safeties Ron¬ 
nie Harrison and Jarrod Wilson. 

Jacksonville surely will draft a cor¬ 
nerback, which is considered one of the 
positions with the most talent and depth 
in the draft. The Jags will now have 10 
picks, including two first-rounders and two 
fourth-rounders. 


Bouye adds to a growing list of jettisoned 
players from Jacksonville’s dynamic 2017 
defense, which helped the team make the 
AFC championship game. General man¬ 
ager Dave Caldwell traded Ramsey and 
defensive end Dante Fowler to the Los 
Angeles Rams in separate deals, cut safe¬ 
ty Tashaun Gipson and defensive tackle 
Malik Jackson to create cap space, and just 
last week opted not to pick up a team op¬ 
tion in defensive tackle Marcell Dareus’ 
contract for 2020. 

Plus, defensive end Yannick Ngakoue 
posted on social media Monday that he no 
longer wants to sign a long-term deal to re¬ 
main in Jacksonville and hopes to force a 
trade. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

Basketball in the 
time of COVID-19 

NCAA tournament games in empty arenas 
can’t be ruled out because of coronavirus 



Steve Reed/AP 


Members of the Virginia Union band pose in front of a CIAA Tournament sign in Charlotte, N.C. The CIAA 
tournament is celebrating its 75th year. 

Block party: CIAA tournament 
has kept tradition for 75 years 

^ It’s a party where they just happen to 
play some basketball, f 

Bobby Vaughan 

Former CIAA player, coach and conference president 


Associated Press 

Imagine an NCAA Tournament 
with no fans in the arenas. 

What normally would be 
thought an impossibility isn’t so 
far-fetched as the United States 
and the rest of the world attempt 
to contain the spread of the new 
coronavirus. 

An advocacy group for college 
athletes has urged the NCAA to 
consider holding its winter sports 
championships with no fans, and 
the idea has not been dismissed 
out of hand. 

“If you can think of it, it’s some¬ 
thing that we’ve gone through an 
analysis around,” NCAA Chief 
Operating Officer Donald Remy 
told Bloomberg News on Tuesday. 
“We’ve contingency planned for 
all circumstances.” 

The NCAA declined further 
comment to The Associated Press 
on the possibility of no fans in the 
stands. Presumably, the games 
still would be televised. 

As of Wednesday afternoon, 
the virus has sickened more than 
93,400 people and killed at least 
3,190 worldwide, the vast major¬ 
ity of them in China. Nine people 
have died in the U.S., all in Wash¬ 
ington state. Most cases have 
been mild. 

Also Tuesday, the Stanford 
athletic department announced 
the school’s emergency coronavi¬ 
rus task force has recommended 
postponing or adjusting events 
on campus between March 4 and 
April 15. Stanford said it plans to 
“limit the number of attendees at 
our competitions in order to allow 
for sufficient social distancing.” 

Stanford’s women’s basketball 
team is ranked No. 7 in the AP 
poll and was listed by the NCAA 
on Monday as one of the 16 teams 
that would potentially host the 
first two rounds of the NCAA 
Tournament. The NCAA offers 
an early look at the possible top 
seeds in the tournament, known 
as a reveal. 

Later Tuesday, Chicago State 
University said its men’s basket¬ 
ball team will not travel for two 
regularly scheduled conference 
games this week and its women’s 
team will not host two games, cit¬ 
ing the spread of the coronavirus, 
and with the “health and well¬ 
being of the campus community 
in mind.” 

The cancellations are believed 
to be the first by a mqjor sport in 
the United States. 

The university said the men’s 
team would not travel to Seattle 
in Washington or Utah Valley 
for Western Athletic Conference 
games on Thursday and Saturday. 
The school also said the women’s 
team would not host Seattle or 
Utah Valley at the campus’ Jones 
Convocation Center on the same 
days. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


Tuesday, the Stanford athletic 
department announced the 
school’s emergency coronavirus 
task force has recommended 
postponing or adjusting events 
on campus between March 4 
and April 15. Also Tuesday, 

Chicago State University said its 
men’s basketball team will not 
travel for two regularly scheduled 
conference games this week and 
its women’s team will not host two 
games, citing the spread of the 
coronavirus. 

SOURCE: Associated Press 

“Chicago State athletics views 
our decision as a reaffirmation 
of our commitment to the well¬ 
being, health and safety of our 
student athletes,” Chicago State 
athletic director Elliott Charles 
said in the statement. 

Also Tuesday, the NCAA an¬ 
nounced it has established an 
advisory panel of medical, public 
health and epidemiology experts 
and NCAA schools to address 
the virus, also known as COVID- 
19. NCAA Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. Brian Hainline will lead the 
group. 

“The NCAA is committed to 
conducting its championships 
and events in a safe and respon¬ 
sible manner,” Remy said in a 
statement. “Today we are plan¬ 
ning to conduct our champion¬ 
ships as planned; however, we are 
evaluating the COVID-19 situa¬ 
tion daily and will make decisions 
accordingly.” 

Hainline said the advisory 
group will make recommenda¬ 
tions on competition based on 
evolving medical protocols estab¬ 
lished by the Centers for Disease 
Control, the National Institutes 
of Health and state and local 
authorities. 

“We are in daily contact with 
the CDC and are advising leader¬ 
ship on the Association’s response 
to this outbreak,” he said. 

The NCAA generates nearly 
$1 billion a year, most of it com¬ 
ing from the men’s basketball 
tournament through media rights 
fees, corporate sponsorships and 
ticket sales. 

Total attendance for the 2019 
tournament was 688,753, an av¬ 
erage of 19,132 per game. The 
Final Four at U.S. Bank Stadium 
in Minneapolis drew 72,711 for 
the semifinals and 72,062 for the 
championship game. 

Attendance for the 2019 wom¬ 
en’s basketball tournament was 
274,873, an average of 6,545 per 
game. The men’s tournament is 
scheduled to open March 17 and 
the women’s tournament begins 
on March 20. 


By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Bobby 
Vaughan can’t help but smile 
when he thinks about the tradi¬ 
tion of the Central Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association basketball 
tournament. 

“It’s a party where they just 
happen to play some basketball,” 
said the 92-year-old Vaughan, 
who has served as player, coach 
and conference president for the 
nation’s largest Division II bas¬ 
ketball tournament. 

The conference, which is made 
up of historically black colleges 
from North Carolina, South Car¬ 
olina, Virginia, Pennsylvania and 
Maryland, is celebrating its 75th 
basketball tournament this week 
in Charlotte. 

The men and women will de¬ 
cide their tournament champions 
on Saturday at the Spectrum Cen¬ 
ter, home of the NBA’s Charlotte 
Hornets, but that seems a mere 
afterthought for many of the fans 
who return year after year for 
the weeklong event which fea¬ 
tures food, music and plenty of 
partying. 

Former Virginia Union star and 
NBA player A. J. English called it 
a “family reunion.” 

“It’s that time of the year for 
everybody to get together and 
network in their personal lives, 
business lives, whatever it may 
be,” said English, who was in¬ 
ducted into the CIAA Hall of 
Fame on Friday. “People still 
mark that day on their calendar 
and say, ‘Hey I’m going to attend 
the CIAA.’ It has been passed 
down for so many years and 
every year it is ‘how can we outdo 
last year?”’ 

The CIAA has its own unique 
style. 


Commissioner Jacqie McWil¬ 
liams strutted in alongside the 
Shaw University marching band 
on Friday to kick off the annual 
fan fest at the Charlotte Conven¬ 
tion Center, high-stepping along¬ 
side the band leader. 

Inside, patrons got their hair 
trimmed in old school barbershop 
chairs, shot baskets on a remov¬ 
able indoor court and shopped for 
CIAA merchandise while march¬ 
ing bands from each school com¬ 
peted in the “battle of the bands” 
on a stage. Alumni of the schools 
gathered and hugged, reuniting 
acquaintances in telling old sto¬ 
ries of past CIAA tourneys. 

McWilliams said the tourna¬ 
ment has stood the test of time 
because it is celebration of the 
CIAA community and the cul¬ 
ture that has been created over 
the past 75 years. 

“It’s truly a homecoming,” Mc¬ 
Williams said. “The three things 
that people talk about all of the 
time—they eat, they watch games 
and they party — and we’re still 
doing this after 75 years. You can 
still feel energy." 

The games leading up the 
championship have had plenty of 
empty seats. But the money the 
tournament has generated for the 
host city is notable. 

Tom Murray, CEO of the Char¬ 
lotte Regional Visitors Authority, 
estimates the CIAA tournament 
produced an economic impact of 
$43.7 million last year in Char¬ 
lotte. He said it has generated an 


estimated $600 million in total 
economic impact over the previ¬ 
ous 14 years, including $370 mil¬ 
lion in direct visitor spending. 

Baltimore outbid Charlotte for 
the right to host the tournament 
for the next three years, offer¬ 
ing more in scholarship money to 
students. 

Murray said Charlotte will 
push to get the tournament back 
in the next contract. CIAA fan 
Albert Huntley, from Charlotte, 
said he hopes Murray is right. 

“This tournament, it’s about 
meeting people,” said Huntley, 
who has been attending the event 
for more than 15 years. “A lot 
things go down here.” 

Vaughan said in the old days 
teams would stick around for the 
entire week instead of return¬ 
ing home after being eliminated. 
He said they would go to nearby 
gyms and play more unofficial 
games. 

That doesn’t happen anymore, 
but he said the environment at 
the CIAA is tough to beat, which 
is why he keeps coming back. 

Donald Remy, the NCAA’s chief 
operating officer, met a couple 
who has been coming to the tour¬ 
nament for the last 20 years. 

“They talked about the friends 
that they come here with and 
they get together year after year,“ 
Remy said. “They talk about old 
times, good times and the future. 
It is one of those tournaments that 
is more than just the basketball. 
It’s about the family.” 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP _ 

Rankled: Kentucky, Maryland, Iowa all fall 


Vols’ upset of Wildcats leads 
tough night for Top 25 teams 



Associated. Press 

LEXINGTON, Ky. — On the 
brink of being blown out, Tennes¬ 
see stuck with the plan against 
No. 6 Kentucky by creating op¬ 
portunities and then making 
them count. 

The Volunteers emerged with 
a huge victory that snapped the 
Wildcats’ hot streak along with 10 
perfect years of holding a double¬ 
digit halftime lead. 

John Fulkerson scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 27 points, and Yves 
Pons made several key jumpers 
down the stretch as Tennessee 
rallied from a 17-point deficit to 
upset Kentucky 81-73 on Tuesday 
night. 

The Wildcats (24-6,14-3 South¬ 
eastern Conference) had been 
129-0 the past 10 years when 
leading by double digits at half¬ 
time, according to ESPN Stats & 
Info. Considering how the Vol¬ 
unteers (17-13, 9-8) methodically 
converted that deficit into a lead 
over the final 20 minutes, they 
didn’t care. 

“We just kept fighting,” said 
Fulkerson, who mingled with 
happy Tennessee fans long after 
the final horn. “I kept trying to 
look at the score at the top of the 
(scoreboard) and couldn’t find it, 
which I guess was a good thing. 

“But it was such a team effort, 
everybody played well. Guys from 
the bench came in and contrib¬ 
uted. This was no surprise to me. 
I knew we were capable of this, I 
knew that if everybody comes to 
play we can get the job done.” 

The Vols also had the clock in 
their favor. 

The Wildcats appeared in con¬ 
trol leading 51-34 early in the 
second half before the Volunteers 
outscored them 29-9 over 10:09 to 
lead 63-60. Kentucky tied it at 63, 
but Pons answered with a three- 
pointer and Fulkerson added two 
free throws to stay ahead. 

Rutgers 78, No. 9 Maryland 
67: Jacob Young came off the 
bench and scored 17 points and 
the host Scarlet Knights bolstered 
their NCAA Tournament hopes. 

Montez Mathis added 15 points 
and Gio Baker had 11 as Rutgers 
(19-11, 10-9 Big Ten) snapped a 
three-game losing streak. It was 
the Scarlet Knights’ school record 
18th home win (18-1) this season. 

Jalen Smith had 16 points and 
10 rebounds for the Terrapins (23- 
7, 13-6), who have dropped three 
of their last four. Anthony Cowan 
added 19 points for Maryland, 
which shot an atrocious 6-for-32 
from three-point range, including 
2-for-16 in the first half. 

“We have won a lot of games in 
the best league in the country," 
Rutgers coach Steve Pikiell said. 
“We have had the No. 1 sched¬ 
ule in the country, not just in the 
league, the last seven or eight 
games. We won against a lot of re¬ 
ally good teams. This is another 


one today. We have one more with 
Purdue and then the conference 
tournament." 

No. 16 Michigan State 79, 
No. 20 Penn State 71: Xavier 
Tillman Sr. scored 23 points and 
had 15 rebounds to lead the Spar¬ 
tans to a road win. 

Rocket Watts added 18 points, 
Cassius Winston had 14 and 
Aaron Henry scored 12 for Mich¬ 
igan State, which erased a 46-31 
halftime deficit to win its fourth 
straight. 

Myreon Jones led the Nittany 
Lions (21-9, 11-8) with 16 points 
while Lamar Stevens had 15 and 
Mike Watkins had 12. 

The Spartans (21-9, 13-6 Big 
Ten) trailed by as many as 19 
with 4:15 left in the first half, but 
scored the first nine points to 
start the second. 

It sparked a dominant stretch 
of play in the paint for Michigan 
State, which took its first lead of 
the game with 14:29 to play when 
Tillman dunked to make it 51-49. 

Purdue 77, No. 18 Iowa 68: 
Eric Hunter Jr., scored a ca¬ 
reer-high 19 points, and Evan 
Boudreaux had 14 points and 14 
rebounds to help the Boilermak¬ 
ers to a road win. 

Purdue (16-14, 9-10 Big Ten) 
swept the two games against the 
Hawkeyes this season. 

The Boilermakers had already 
handed Iowa its worst loss of the 
season, a 104-68 defeat on Feb. 
5 on a night when the they made 
a season-high 19 three-pointers 
and shot 63.1% from the field. 

This game was won on the in¬ 
side, with Purdue scoring 30 
points in the paint. The Boiler¬ 
makers also had an 47-33 edge in 
rebounding, including 21 offen¬ 
sive rebounds. 

Purdue led by as many as 21 
points in the first half. 

Luka Garza led the Hawkeyes 
(20-10,11-8) with 26 points and 12 
rebounds, his 15th double-double 
of the season. It was the 15th con¬ 
secutive Big Ten game of 20 or 
more points for Garza, the longest 
streak by a player in the confer¬ 
ence in 20 years. 

Texas 52, Oklahoma 51: Matt 
Coleman III banked in a three- 
pointer just before the buzzer to 
lift the Longhorns to a road win. 

Texas (19-11, 9-8 Big 12) won 
its fifth consecutive game and 
kept alive its NCAA Tournament 
hopes that seemed all but van¬ 
ished in mid-February. 

The Longhorns took advantage 
of three missed free throws by 
Oklahoma in the final 19 seconds, 
including two by Kristian Doo¬ 
little with six seconds left and 
the Sooners leading 51-49. Brock 
Cunningham grabbed the re¬ 
bound and handed it to Coleman, 
who dribbled up court, slipped 
around a screen by Royce Hamm 
Jr., and pulled up for the leaning 
winner. 


“It’s just a combination of a 
little passion, a little luck and a 
little bit of March,” Coleman said. 
“Like they say on the commer¬ 
cials, ‘the NBA is where amazing 
happens.’ March is where amaz¬ 
ing happens for college.” 

Coleman led the Longhorns 
with 21 points, making 9 of 15 
from the field. 

The Sooners’ chances at the No. 
3 seed in the Big 12 Tournament 
appear to have slipped away. 
Oklahoma still figures to be in 
the NCAA Tournament but will 
need a win Saturday_ and poten¬ 
tially at least in the first-round of 
the conference tournament — to 
feel secure. 

West Virginia 77, Iowa State 

71: Freshman guard Miles Mc¬ 
Bride, came off the bench to score 
a team-high 17 points to lead the 
Mountaineers to a road win. 

The win over the Cyclones 
pushed West Virginia coach Bob 
Huggins past North Carolina’s 
Dean Smith into sixth place on 
the Division I all-time wins list 
with his 880th career victory. 

McBride had four free throws 
in the final 16 seconds to seal the 
victory. Derek Culver also scored 
17 points for the Mountaineers 
(20-10, 8-9 Big 12), which won for 
just the second time in the past 
eight games. 

Alabama 90, South Carolina 

86 : Kira Lewis Jr. scored 25 
points and Javian Davis had a 
season-high 20 to help the host 
Crimson Tide overcome a slow 
start and the absence of injured 
guard John Petty. 

“We could have easily folded, 
especially knowing we had built- 
in excuses as to why we could 
lose this with injuries," Alabama 


coach Nate Oats said. “Our guys 
fought back and showed a ton of 
character and resiliency.” 

Davis finished his biggest game 
of the season by making the sec¬ 
ond of two free throws with four 
seconds left to help the Tide (16- 
13, 8-8 Southeastern Conference) 
complete a rally from an early 12- 
point deficit. 

Beetle Bolden and Jaden 
Shackelford each made two free 
throws over the final 25 seconds 
after the Gamecocks (17-12, 9-7) 
staged their own comeback in the 
final minutes. 

DePaul 69, Marquette 68: 

Charlie Moore scored DePaul’s 
final four points at the free-throw 
line to lift the host Blue Demons. 

Moore made two at line with 
21 seconds left to snap a tie and 
added two more with 6 seconds 
remaining for a four-point cush¬ 
ion. The Golden Eages’ Markus 
Howard made a three-pointer as 
time ran out. 

Moore finished with 15 points, 
one of five DePaul players in dou¬ 
ble figures. Romeo Weems added 
13 points. Jaylen Butz chipped 
in 12, Jalen Coleman-Lands also 
scored 12 and Darious Hall had 
11. Weems also had 11 rebounds. 

Howard, coming in as the 
nation’s leading scorer at 27.6 
points per game, had 31 points 
but shot only 7-for-20. He missed 
five straight shots in the final 4:32 
before his game-ending three- 
pointer. No other player scored in 
double figures for the Marquette 
(18-11, 8-9 Big East Conference). 
Jayce Johnson had 10 rebounds. 

Vermont 85, Albany 62: The 
host Catamounts wrapped up a 
championship regular season, but 
that was overshadowed by what 


Josh Speidel did in the opening 
seconds of the game. 

Speidel walked out onto the 
court with his family on Ver¬ 
mont’s Senior Night to a thunder¬ 
ous ovation. He started the game 
and after Albany was allowed to 
score uncontested, Speidel did 
the same on the other end. He 
then exited the game with hugs 
from both teams. 

Speidel was a prized Cata¬ 
mounts recruit out of Indiana’s 
Columbus North High School 
when he was injured in a car ac¬ 
cident in February 2015 that left 
him in a coma for weeks and 
nearly cost him his life. He had to 
learn to walk and talk again but 
has persevered and will graduate 
from Vermont in May. 

Everett Duncan scored 22 
points in the win for Vermont 
(24-7, 14-2), which had already 
wrapped up the America East 
regular-season title. 

Richmond 80, Davidson 63: 
Nick Sherod made four three- 
pointers and scored 14 points 
during a 23-6 second-half run 
and the host Spiders clinched 
a double-bye in the Atlantic 10 
Tournament. Sherod finished 
with 19 points, all but two coming 
after halftime, Blake Francis had 
18 and Grant Golden 15 for Rich¬ 
mond (23-7,13-4 Atlantic 10). 

Kellan Grady scored 21 and 
Jon Axel Gudmunsson had 18 for 
the Wildcats (15-14, 9-8). 

Stephen F. Austin 77, Abilene 
Christian 72: Kevon Harris had 
23 points as the visiting Lum¬ 
berjacks won their 14th straight 
game. 

Gavin Kensmil had 13 points 
for Stephen F. Austin (27-3, 18-1 
Southland Conference). 
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Built for it 

White Sox believe CF Robert 
may be destined for stardom 

By Jay Cohen 
A ssociated Press 

GLENDALE, Ariz. 

L uis Robert’s first spring training homer looked like a drive into 
the gap — right before it flew over the wall in left-center. And 
the Cuban slugger made it look so easy. 

Robert has the type of athleticism that 
stands out in any crowd. Even with the Chi¬ 
cago White Sox. 

“Man, look at his body. His frame,” shortstop Tim 
Anderson marveled. “Man, he’s different. He’s built 
different.” 

The chiseled Robert, listed at 6-foot-3 and 185 
pounds, is a major reason why the White Sox are talk¬ 
ing playoffs this year despite a streak of seven consecu¬ 
tive losing seasons. 

While he remains a work in progress, Robert — 
dubbed La Pantera by his teammates — has the type of game that raises 
expectations for whatever team he is on. 

“Well, listen, his talent is without question,” manager Rick Renteria 
said Tuesday. “I think that him settling down and getting to understand 

SEE BUILT ON PAGE 20 



You 

know he’s 
still young, 
so wait 
until he 
really gets 
it.' 

Tim Anderson 

White Sox 
shortstop, 
on Cuban slugger 
Luis Robert 



Charlie Riedel/AP 

Robert is tagged out by Texas Rangers third baseman Todd Frazier after sliding back 
to third on a double play during a spring training game Saturday in Surprise, Ariz. 


Back in the win column 

Penguins rout Senators, halt 
six-game slide » nhl, Page 19 


White Sox center 
fielder Luis Robert 
broke out last year, 
batting .328 with 32 
homers, 92 RBIs and 
36 steals over three 
minor league stops. 

Gregory Bull / AP 
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IOC insists Tokyo Olympics will start on time»page 21 






